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THE TRAGEDY 
OF GIG YOUNG 


@ I just couldn't believe the tragic story of Gig 
Young shooting his new bride and then killing 
himself. Gig always gave the impression through 
many of his screen appearances that he was a 
happy-go-lucky man, but obviously we should 
not really believe these people are the same in 
their private lives. 

What a tragic end to a fine career that was 
highlighted with an Oscar-winning performance 
in They Shoot Horse Don't They? My favourite 
Gig Young films include those he made with 
Doris Day — Young At Heart, That Touch Of 
Mink and Teacher's Pet. I understand he made 
an occult thriller over here а couple of years ago 
called Spectre which has not yet been seen 
Tina Woodyard, Cheam, Surrey. 


Robert Culp and Gig Young in Spectre 


FINE PERFORMANCES 
€ Anthony Quinn gives a fine performance in 
The Greek Tycoon as an Onassis-type tycoon 
His teaming with Jacqueline Bisset (as the 
widow of an American president) was a fascinat- 
ing one. They worked very well together. 
Never have I seen Jackie give such an interest- 
ing and finely-drawn performance. 1 loved the 
film and found it pure escapism. It’s the kind of 
movie — a good love story, romantic settings, 
beautiful costumes — that ought to find favour 
with movie audiences again. 
Janet Rowe, Ealing, London. 


SUPER CHANNING 


© Having just seen Grease for the second time I 
must congratulate all those concerned with its 
production. At last a movie where everyone 
seems to be enjoying themselves, and this comes 
over convincingly on the screen. 

Surely no-one can doubt, after seeing this 
movie, that the future of the cinema is secure. 

I must also mention the brilliant performance 
of Stockard Channing. She skilfully manages to 
convey an image of loneliness under that 
bravado of the ‘bitchy Rizzo’ and as an added 
feature her resemblance to Elizabeth Taylor is 
quite remarkable. (Continued overleaf) 
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YOUR POINT OF VIEW 
(Continued from previous page) 


T recently recall reading that photoplay no 
longer predicted big stars for the future. How- 
ever after she did The Fortune, photoplay did 
predict that Stockard Channing would be а 
superstar in a few years. How right you are! 
It was inevitable that John Travolta and Olivia 
Newton-John got all the praise and publicity for 
Grease, but I can only hope that the brilliant 
Stockard is not overlooked 
Kenneth Bramham, Glenlee Av., Edinburgh, 
Scotland, 


TOP DRIVER 


€ In Driver Ryan O'Neal and Bruce Dern play 
splendidly together in surely the most exciting 
action film since Bullit. The car scenes are 
breathtaking and the story itself is very enjoy- 
able and entertaining. Although perhaps it has a 
slightly weak ending 

Driver is, for me, one of the best films I have 
seen in the last couple of years. 
S. Dark, Cavendish Drive, Tunbridge Wells, 
Kent. 


BETTY JENNINGS 
ANSWERS YOUR 
QUESTIONS 


@ | saw Glenn Ford on TV recently in 
Evening In Byzantium and wondered if he 
was doing anything else for TV? 

Stephen Marchent, Worcester Park, Surrey. 


He's been filming a four-hour mini-series 
titled The Sacketts, on location in Colorado, 
and, of course, he plays Jonathan Kent in the 
mighty movie Superman 


© Can you give me any information on actor 
Patrick Holt who plays the Dean of Jersey in 
the TV series Lillie? My parents tell me he 
was once a popular film star of the Forties 
and Fifties. 


M. Edwards, Victoria Park, Cardiff, Glam. 


The young superman shows off 
his strength to his adopted 
father Jonathan Kent (Glenn Ford) 


Patrick Holt (centre) with 
Francesca Annis and Anton 
Rodgers т TV's Lillie 


DEATH OF DAILEY 


ө The death of singer/dancer/actor Dan Dailey 
came as a sad surprise. I once remember meet- 
ing Dan personally many years ago when he was 
starring in a series on TV called The Four Just 
Меп, Of the ‘four’ he was the last to survive and 
now, sadly, Dan has died. The other three were 
Jack Hawkins, Richard Conte and Vittorio De 
Sica. 

К. Johnson, Guildford, Surrey. 


Your parents are right. Patrick, whose real 
name is Patrick Parsons was born in 1912 
and first began in British films in the late 
Thirties. Hungry Hill (47); Master Of Bank- 
dam (47); Portrait From Life (49); Marry Me 
(49); Guilt Is My Shadow (50); The Dark 
Avenger (55) are just a few of the films he did 
during the period you mention. Amongst 
others he was in the Bond film Thunderball 
in 1965 and No Blade Of Grass in 1971 but 
his film appearances have been fewer in 
latter years. 


© As a long-time admirer of the actor Gig 
Young I was greatly shocked by the news of 
his death, but while reminding myself today 
of some of the films he has appeared in by 
looking through my film books, | came upon 
a puzzle. As most people know, Gig Young 
adopted his name from а character he 
played in a film called The Gay Sisters in 
1942 — however, later, in 1944, he is 
credited in Double Indemnity as appearing 
under his original name of Byron Barr. None 
of my reference books even credit him as 
appearing in Double Indemnity under any 
name, yet I'm sure he did. Am I right? 


Jane Nicoll, Hove, Sussex. 


You are. He played the role of Nino Zachette, 
using the name of Byron Barr. Gig was in the 
U.S. Army Artillery between 1943-46 so 
possibly an explanation is that Indemnity 
may have been made before he changed his 
name in 1942 


Stockard Channing 
as she appeared 
in Grease 


Dan Dailey pictured 
in his younger days 


Faye Dunaway with 


Tommy Lee Jones in 
f Laura Mars 


TOMMY—A GREAT LOOKER! 


€ I think Tommy Lee Jones is super. I went to 


see him in Eyes Of Laura Mars which starred 
him with Faye Dunaway 

Some time ago Tommy starred as Howard 
Hughes in that excellent TV dramatisation of 
the tycoon’s life. 

Tommy's not only a fine actor but a great 
looker. He reminds me a little of Oliver Tobias 
who was in The Stud. 

Can you please print a photo of Tommy in 
Eyes Of Laura Mars as there hasn't been very 
much about this film in your magazine. 

W. Shearing, Southampton, Hants. 


6 Please give me some facts about Lou 
Ferrigno who plays The Hulk on TV. 
Joseph Downey, Newtownabbey, 
Antrim, N. Ireland. 


Born in Brooklyn, New York, 26-year-old Lou 
stands 6ft. Sins. tall, weighs 275 pounds and 
says he'd like to be known as a good actor. 
As the eldest of three children he wanted to 
be an athlete and realised he would have to 
improve his physical stature. He dedicated 
himself to body-building and from being 5ft. 
Bins. at 16, he rose to his present height and 
build. At the same time he took an appren- 
ticeship as a sheet metal worker, becoming a 
journeyman at 21, while also studying 
mechanical engineering at college. His body- 
building brought him the title of Mr. Teenage 
America in 1971. Two years later he was Mr. 
America. In 1974 and '75 he won the Мг. 
Universe contest following that with the Mr. 
International title. Lou then played for the 
New York Giants football team, but when he 
was injured he decided to go to Hollywood. 
In 1977 he was in а CBS Sports Spectacular, 
then did the body-building movie Pumping 
iron. His starring in The Incredible Hulk 
brought him to everyone's notice. He mar- 
ried Susan Groff on 25th May 1978 


со. 


© Please could you tell me about the very 
lovely Stockard Channing as | saw her in her 
latest film Grease. 
Donald Molyneaux, 
London, W.11 


Born Susan Williams Antonia Stockard, she 
is now in her mid-thirties. Stockard took her 
first husband's surname, Channing, to make 
up her stage name and kept it after they were 
divorced. Her second husband was a profes- 
sor of Slavic languages. Stockard comes 
from a wealthy family — before his death her 
father had his own shipping line, but she 
wanted to be an actress. The Fortune was the 
film which brought her to everyone's notice 
when she played the heiress abducted by 
Jack Nicholson and Warren Beatty. Dandy — 
The All-American Girl followed. She has 
been working on a film with the unusual title 
of The Fish That Saved Pittsburgh in which 
she plays ап astrologist who uses her gifts to 
make a basketball team have a winning 
streak and, also, in Silent Victory: The Kitty 
O'Neil Story playing deaf stunt woman Kitty 
O'Neil. 
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AN EXCLUSIVE 
M. GEORGE HADDAD 
INTERVIEW 


WHY LOREN 


OPHIA LOREN lies basking in the 

sun on the Caribbean island of Anti- 
gua, taking a lunch break (minus the 
lunch) from the filming of her latest, 
Firepower. Two security guards, who 
stand at a respectable distance, ensure 
that no one invades her privacy. She 
also happens to be topless, her pre- 
ferred way of taking in a bit of sun. 

Thirty minutes later she is back on 
the set in a casual dress slit up to her 
well-shaped thigh. Asked if she has 
eaten anything, she acts surprised. 
"Stupida! Again | forget to eat. | will 
turn into skin and bones if this con- 
tinues." 

A protective crew member hands 
over an orange he has just peeled. 

"Grazie," she said. 

There are still 20 minutesto go before 
shooting re-commences, but the ever 
dependable Loren prefers to be too 
early to too late. Commended for her 
sense of responsibility, she shrugs and 
digs into the orange. "Eh, I’m just a 
professional." Does she ever fear 
becoming fat, at 40-plus? 

"Neverl" she laughs with that 
famous hearty laugh. "My problem is | 
am usually too thin. | forget to eat, | 
have the mind on other things. On my 
work, on the children, on Carlo.” 

She pauses abruptly, perhaps afraid 
of yet another question about the state 
of her near-legendary marriage. With- 
out prompting, she notes insistently, 
"Everything is ... hunky dory with 


MAS NO REAR 
GROWING 
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Carlo and me." She laughs at her incon- 
gruous use of the Yankeeism. "I think if 
| hear one more time that my marriage 
is breaking up, | will scream and write a 
letter to the editors of the major news- 
papers of all the world!” 


OW about the kids? Does she still 

live in daily fear of their kidnap- 
ping? And what of the rumours that she 
may move to Hollywood and abandon 
Europe altogether? 

"Every mother worries about her chil- 
dren, whether she is famous or not. 
Nowadays, just sending them to the 
park for five minutes can be dangerous 
— in any country, even in the daytime, 
with a crowd all around. Even in Paris, 
more things are happening than before. 
The world is changing so much, not all 
of it for the better. It's hard to be 
optimistic, and | hardly ever see the 
papers anymore or watch the news. 
Instead, | bury myself in my work and in 
caring for the children. Right now they 
are with Carlo, in Europe ... | don't 
think we will move to America, 
although we did consider it. It seems 
everyone is moving there now, but it is 
a different kind of life. | prefer it in 
Europe, and as long as | am getting all 
the work | can manage, why should | 
want to move?" 


NDEED, /a bella Sophia has rarely 

worked so hard in her life. Since 
starring in A Special Day, she has been 
plagued with offers (even though it was 
Mastroianni, not she, who was nomi- 
nated for an American Oscar). She 
recently completed Brass Target for 
MGM and United Artists in Germany 
and elsewhere, the story of the "mur- 
der" of General Patton. Her co-stars 
were Max Von Sydow, George Kennedy 
and John Cassavetes. After Firepower, 
comes a film for fellow Italian Lina 
Wertmuller, and then perhaps two or 
three more pictures before taking an 
extended vacation. 

Why does she continue to work so 


hard? 
^ feel the things | am appearing in 
now are generally better than some of 
the things | did a few years ago," she 
explains charmingly, puffing on the 
habitual cigarette but making sure the 
smoke doesn't get in one's eyes. “1 
don't work just to add to my list of 
pictures, like some actors | could 
name,” she giggles. "I work for therapy, 
to keep busy and to feel good about 
myself. A lazy woman is no good to 
anyone. Besides, one day Eduardo saw 
(Continued on page 8) 


“| look forward to being old. | don't fear 


© for in Italy older women are respected 
and cherished,’ says the famous screen beauty 


photoplay 


it, 


Sophia Lorem & 
as Adele Тазса 
in Firepower 


SOPHIA LOREN 


(Continued from page 6) 


one of my films on TV in Paris, and after 
it was over he came to my bedroom and 
with tears in his eyes, he said, 'Mamma, 
don't ever give up being an actress — 
you're too good!’ | was so touched, 
even though he couldn't remember the 
film's name. It made me think, and | 
decided, even if someday | am no 
longer a beauty, | should not run and 
hide from the world. This is what | was 
meant to do. It's inside me, and on the 
set | feel like a complete person, some- 
thing | can't describe in words." 


S for beauty and its eventual banish- 

ment by wrinkles and age, she 
notes philosophically, "I look forward to 
being old. | don't fear it, for in Italy, 
older women аге respected and 
cherished. And to tell you the truth, 
today a woman doesn't have to look old 
at even 50 or 60, for there are so many 
tricks!” 

She again laughs deep from her 
throat, flicking her ash on the ground, 
stared at by adoring eyes of several 
men 

^| have the good bones, no? So 
perhaps | will look like Katharine Hep- 
burn — my God, then I wouldn't mind at 
all! Anyway, they say most of the great 
women's roles do not come until after 
60. Look at Katharine Hepburn, and two 
of her three Oscars which she won in 
her later years .. . Perhaps when | am 
old, they will give me another Oscar so | 
can have bookends. Right now, | do not 
think they will give me an Oscar, even if 
| deserve it — they seem to be pre- 


judiced about attractive women.” 

But what about her beauty in Two 
Women? "Ah, but that was De Sica," 
she gestures grandiosely. "It was he 
who made me win the award." 


HAT of the private Sophia, the 

woman whose beloved bambini 
mean more to her than all her millions? 
Does she ever plan to have another 
child? 

"Sometimes when | lie in the sun 
alone, | think to myself, ‘To have had а 
little girl, a friend to accompany me and 
to talk with me as only two women can 
talk together. . .'| would have loved, of 
course, to have a little girl, but now it is 
too late. The two boys keep me happy. 
My work keeps me happy. Sometimes | 
feel a little sorry for myself that | don't 
have a bambina," she smiles with 


Sophia follows James Coburn who has Anthony Franciosa at gunpoint in Firepower 


infinite tenderness, "but then | think, 
"No, don't think this way. 1 am truly 
blessed just to have my two boys.' God 
knows how hard it was for me to have 
them. They are the crown of my life, my 
centre. The movies are how you say, 
like the frosting оп the саке.” 

Doesn't Loren fear that by churning 
out one picture after another, she may 
become overexposed or even lose 
quality in a mass of quantity? 

"But they say one can'tget enough of 
а good thing,” she jokes. “I don't trust 
my own judgment alone — Carlo 
approves every movie | make before | 
make it. He knows this business, and it 
is his business to look after me. My 
boys, too, they are in the business of 
looking after mamma. So you see, how 
сап | ever go wrong?” How indeed? 


О END 


Sophia Loren about to be kissed by Anthony Franciosa in Firepower 
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As Adele, Sophia is manhandled into a car 
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JON 
VOIGHT 


€ JON VOIGHT admits his working relation- 
ship with Faye Dunaway “has had its ups 
and downs,” but insists he had no trepida- 
tions about her having been signed as his 
leading lady in The Champ — and that work 
оп the film is going fine. Finally. 

His problems right now, he says, have 


PROB 


he will be staging for the cameras for his role 
as a boxer on the comeback trail. 

Voight, who won top honours at the recent 
Cannes Film Festival for his work as a para- 
plegic in Coming Home, was hired for The 
Champ after Ryan O'Neal backed out of the 
project and Robert Redford turned it down. 


LEM “CHAMP” 


late — with only а month to prepare for my 
part — made me feel insecure about it, 
anyway. And then realising that Robert 
De Niro's been training for two years for his 
ring sequences in the Jake LaMotta story 
and that Stallone had six months to learn to 
boxfor Rocky. . . Well, I've been working out 
with trainer Jimmy Gambina, but it's been а 
strain. And on top of that, all of us have been 
suffering from the pressure of starting film- 
ing in such a rush." 

Actually, filming was delayed for months 


as director Franco Zeffirelli frantically 
searched for a replacement for O'Neal (who 
reportedly walked off the project in a huff 
when his son Griffin lost out to 8-year-old 
Ricky Schroder for the part Jackie Cooper 
handled in the 1931 The Champ). There were 
also problems casting the leading lady — 
with Julie Christie and Kate Jackson in con- 
tention before Dunaway was finally hired. 
And, says Zeffirelli, by the time the company 
finally started opening location sequences in 
Florida, “the weather was so hot and humid 


nothing to do with Faye — but with thebattle And, says Jon, “coming into the picture so 


JON 
VOIGHT 


tak we could hardly breathe — we could only 
es on shoot about two hours a day. The cast had to 
stand in front of huge fans to cool off and dry 
a famous off between scenes. When we moved to the 
role in MGM soundstages in Hollywood, we were 

all nervous wrecks.” 
a re-make Zeffirelli’s nerves had a workout long 
$ before shooting began, when reports came 
of a classic out that Redford had turned down the role 
movie because he doubted the esteemed Italian 


director could handle the “Americana” 
aspects of the story — and that Metro execu- 
tives were having second thoughts about 
having hired him for his first Hollywood 
production. 

Among his defenders was his close friend 
King Vidor, who had directed the original 
Champ. Says Zeffirelli, “When all the bitch- 
ing started about me doing this film, Vidor 
said, ‘Maybe someone coming in with a 
fresh outlook is what this picture needs’.” 

D END 


BRUCE DERN 
MAKES A VOW 


@ BRUCE DERN vows that Driver will be the last time 
audiences see him play a psychotic role. And though he’s 
made that vow before, he says he’s so determined to stick 
to his guns this time he’s been refusing all parts that would 
put him back in his familiar screen mould. As a result he 
hasn't been before the cameras in over a year. 

The man who's found fame as the heavy in such films as 
Black Sunday and The Cowboys confesses he's depressed 
about his current inactivity but says, “I'm not а horribly 
psychotic person — and it's time to show the other side of 
myself.” 

He’s so anxious to show that side that he’s even trying to 
line up the sort of role he'd like in a TV production — 
though he's shunned television work before. 

He's also anxious for January rehearsals to get under 
way on "Strangers" — the Broadway production in which 
he'll play Nobel prize-winning author Sinclair Lewis. 


by Marilyn Beck 


Bruce Dern as The Detective in Driver 
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Just when you thought it was 
safe to go back in the water... 2 


ROY 
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GARY HAMILTON 
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ALAN ARKI 


The Magician is the most difficult 
role I've ever played. He's 
chameleon-like, а street person, 


а multi-faceted personality. 
Some days he's a quiet body, very intellec- 
tual, then he becomes a lady's man. No two 
days are ever the e for Yasha. There's so 
much passion in him, he's a volcano. 

"The Magician is always trying to escape 
in one form or another — from his way of 
life, his women, his God. I'm letting the 
character of Yasha evolve. The magic scenes 
are really hard. He's articulate, and I try to 
relate to the character all by myself. | was 
familiar with Isaac Bashevis Singer's book, 
‘The Magician Of Lublin,’ before filming 
started. I haven't decided yet how I’m going 
to play the ending, but I'm giving it a lot of 
thought. It seemed strange doing the Magi- 
cian’s mind-reading act blindfold. | was so 
alone it was like being in outer space, 
although all the time | knew | was sur- 
rounded by crowds of people. І like roles 
that have a touch of humour about them 
The Magician is a character who could be 
played fifty different ways. Every day I'm 
finding out something new about him. You 
become so convoluted that you need a 
break every so often just to take your mind 
off things. 

“Most characters have one or two special 
traits which are examined in detail. Even if 
someone seems to be a well-rounded indi- 
vidual, it is usually because these traits have 
been fully developed. With Yasha there is 
nothing I can really pin him down 
to, because playing him is a con- 
stant voyage of discovery and 
exploration for me. I never really өө 
know who | am from опе scene 
to the next. 


So said Alan Arkin when we met in a West 
Berlin studio where he was filming the role 
of Yasha Mazur in a movie called The Magi- 
cian. 

Yasha is a smal-town magician who 
wants to achieve greater things, like flying 
over the roof tops of a small Polish town like 
a bird. He is ambitious and spends most of 
his life on the road travelling from town to 
town with his assistant, Magda, and a small 
menagerie of animals — a monkey, a parrot, 
two snakes, a falcon and a dog. His agent, 
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and the cha 


IAIN F. McASH VISITS THE SET OF A MOST UNUSUAL MOVIE 


Yasha, the magician, swallows a sword 


Wolsky (Lou Jacobi), believes in his talents 
and is aiming to get а prestigious showcase 
for him to perform in Warsaw. Although 
Yasha lies and deceives, almost everybody 
loves him and he has a spectacular success 
with the ladies. He has a wife, Esther (Linda 
Bernstein); an assistant, Magda (Maia Dan- 
ziger); a voluptuous mistress, Zeftel (Valerie 
Perrine); and a sophisticated, but penniless, 
countess Emilia (Louise Fletcher), who 
adores him. Yasha sees God as a great 
magician whom he has rejected. For his 
breathtaking performance in Warsaw, Yasha 
claims that he can fly, but these fantasies are 
at the root of his downfall. 

“Yasha never really does anything terr- 
ible,” claims Arkin. "He is never aware of 
hurting anybody. | think the only thing he 
does that he can conceive of as being bad is 
to steal, and he immediately pays for this. He 
does unintentional psychological damage to 
a lot of people, but if somebody actually 
confronted him with what he was doing to 
People he would find a way of forcing him- 
self to stop. | think that is one of the tragic 
things about Yasha, that nobody sits down 
and tells him he's destroying people. He 
thinks he's a kind of saviour to Zeftel and 
Magda. 


“Yasha is probably a lot more like me than 
I'm comfortably admitting,” continues Arkin, 
“but there are big differences too. He has a 
flamboyance about him that I've never had, 
nor was interested in having. He likes to be in 
the spotlight, to be always the centre of 
attraction. He has an enormous compulsion 
with which | can identify. | used to be very 
compulsive to the extent, for example, of 
waking up in the morning with the idea in my 
head that | had to go down town to the store 
and buy something, and that everything else 
would have to wait until | did this. It was 
totally arbitrary. | have a very good sense of 
where the limits of my self-destruction lie 
There were all kinds of rebels in my early 
youth. | let acting be the receptacle for all of 
my feelings about the human spirit. It 
worked while | was performing, but when | 
was off-stage you could have hung me up in 
a closet for all the use | was to anybody, 
including myself! 

“Yasha is a challenge for several reasons, 
and a fascinating person on every emotional 


enge of THE MAG 


Magician Ted Lesley watches Arkin rehearse 


level. Some characters | like, even though 1 
can’t respect them because they misuse their 
intelligence. Yasha has his intellect, his 
women, but he rejects Judaism and his God 
He wants to fly; he's always giving a per- 
formance whether it's on the stage or in his 
private life. I'm letting the character evolve, 
which is how | work best. Yasha is intelligent, 
temperamental, but with a barrage of flattery 
which he uses to his own end. The Magician 
is complicated — and а terrific character for 
any actor to play." 

Equally fascinating are the women in 
Yasha's life, for they all come from diverse 
backgrounds. Texas-born Valerie Perrine 
flew to West Berlin after her lengthy stint in 
England portraying Eve, girl friend to Gene 
Hackman's evil villain in the multi-million- 
dollar Superman. 

“Мо two roles could be more different," 
says Valerie. "I'm blonde and blue-eyed, so 
they cast me as Zeftel, a дурзу woman in 
The Magician. А waist-length wig and heavy 
black eye make-up soon transformed me 
into an earthy Polish girl, one of Yasha's 
many women. Whenever he's passing 
through the small town of Piask he returns to 
Zeftel, who he finds exceptionally good in 
bed. It's certainly not the first time l've 
played a sexy, wanton lady, and Yasha and | 
are seen naked in bed together." 

Oscar-winning American actress Louise 
Fletcher, another of the women in the Magi- 
cian's hectic love life, also has her own views 
on how she is interpreting the part. During 
her stay in West Berlin, Ms. Fletcher, 44, was 
rarely seen without the new man in her life, 
Morgan Mason (the 24-year-old son of 
James Mason) Whether sitting together 
between scenes in a quiet corner of the set, 
ог holding hands on the way to the restaur- 
ant, the couple appeared inseparable and are 
obviously very much in love. 

Of Emilia, the Polish Countess she por- 
trays, Louise says: "Although she falls in 
love with Yasha, Emilia is very aware that 
they come from different worlds. She is a 
woman bound by society rather than by 
religion, and really goes by what's seen to be 
respectable. Emilia would like to be a pas- 
sionate woman, but won't let herself go. It's 
an interesting conflict to have on the screen, 


and that's (Continued on page 47) 
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loves magician Үазһа 


Alan Arkin in 
devilish make-up 
as The Magician 


HOW FRAMPTON’ 57777 
BRUSH WITH DEATH: 


@ ROCK superstar Peter Frampton, who narrowly “I'm just so glad to be alive. I've written six songs in 
escaped death in a car crash, is actually grateful he had the hospital which I couldn't before. | was in a block. | had 
the accident because it has changed his life. a creative block completely." 

“It's a blessing in disguise," the 27-ye -old pop idol Frampton said he had locked himself away to ward off 
said of the accident which left him with six broken ribs, the pressures of superstardom, and had let too many 
cuts to the head and a broken foot. people do things for him. 

“I'm out of my doldrums . . . I'm alive. I'm going to be "| wasn't helping myself, because once you take away 
just as good physically as | was before, but better the will to do things for yourself and you have someone 
mentally, so l'm really pleased." to bring you this, do that, then what is there for you to 

Frampton, who stars in the rock movie Sgt. Pepper's do?" he added. 

Lonely Hearts Club Band revealed that before the acci- "And especially when I'm off the road, what do | do? | 
dent in Nassau in July he had been going through a deep end up sitting in front of the TV like a zombie. That's why 
depression. 1 didn't want to watch TV in the hospital." 
"|t was due to pressure of trying to come up with Frampton spent two weeks recovering in hospital in 
something," he told interviewer David Hartman on an Manhattan, where he was visited by his mother, Mrs 
American show. “You always try to outdo yourself; and Owen Frampton. 

that's the wrong attitude. | was not wanting to do Describing the crash that nearly ended his career, he 
anything ... | was on the way to a small breakdown. said: "It was raining, one of those tropical storms. The 

"And what the accident did to me, when | woke up, car skidded to the left as | was going around the corner, 
was to put a completely different complexion on life. | through the grease and the rain, and | went into one side 
mean, | studied drawers and the handles on doors and, of the road, and blacked out. Then, apparently, | ended 
you know, the ceiling's beautiful, everything around me up veering over to the other side of the road straight into 
is. a tree." (Continued on page 59) 
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Who is threatening the life of this beautiful young 
star? Fear has prompted Jane Seymour to move out of her 
home in Hollywood. Jane talks to Barbra Paskin 
about the threats on her life 


‘If Т only knew who would do this. It's 
certainly someone who’s trying to hassle 
me and make my life unbearable’ 
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WHY 15 JANE BEIN 


€ FRIGHTENED by a series of death threats, actress Jane Seymour has been 
forced to move out of her Hollywood home. The lovely actress admitted to me on 
the set of Battlestar Galactica that several threatening telegrams had scared her 
out of the premises. А 
“I'm just being sensible in moving," she told me. “I just don't feel safe in that 
- house anymore. Anyone who received a death threat delivered to their house 
would feel just as ill-at-ease.'" 

During a break from filming Battlestar at the Universal Studios, Jane explained 
the sequence of events that had led up to her leaving her home. 

"My agents and people | was working for had received a number of telegrams. 
Then there was another strange telegram that was sent to my agent. It said 
that an English actress was charging clothes in my name in London, which was 
ridiculous. It was just meant to hassle me. 

"| was ignoring all these things until | got a telegram at my house that said | 
would be killed that weekend, so obviously І took note. The next morning there 
was a telephone call to my agent from a man who said he had been paid money to 
get rid of me. Everybody then advised me, including the producer I’m working for 
Since he wanted me to show up for work, not to go on living there. And I haven't 
lived in my home since.” 

Despite rumours here of an international organisation at work, Jane believes 
the threats are a stupid prank. 

^I think it's somebody having a private joke, because there have been other 
strange things happening. | don't know whether it's my paranoia or whether 
they're truly connected, but Гуе had some very strange messages left on my 
answering service. I've had someone calling my house to give me the wrong call 
for work, like the wrong time by half-an-hour, so it looks like I'm being unprofes- 
sional and late for work. And they've given me the wrong scene numbers to learn. 
and things like that. Whoever it is must know something about this production. 

“Fortunately I'm a hardened professional. I’ve been in the business for 14 years 
and before І start a project | know everything. I'm always half-an-hour too early. 
So it had no effect оп me. Whoever's playing this prank — and I believe it is just a 
prank — knows a great deal about me but doesn't know me well enough to have 
the right facts. 

"| believe that people receive death threats all the time. It's very normal." She 
smiled ironically. "Actually 1 consider it to be quite nice in a strange kind of way. 
Maybe they're just noticing that I’m around here in Hollywood. It could possibly 
be quite a back-handed compliment.” 

Despite her attempt to pass off the affair in a light-hearted fashion, Jane is 
understandably very upset about it all. 

"If | only knew who would do this. It could well be someone who is jealous of 
me. It's certainly someone who's trying to hassle me and make my life unbearable 
enough that І would want to leave here or that | would be incapable of working. I 
really don't know why they've chosen me. I wish | did. It could be because I've 
worked a lot since l've been here and somebody doesn't like that. What other 
reason could there be?" 

Although she regrets having had to move from her home, she feels much safer 
where she is now. 

"| have alternative accommodation and Гт in no way being harassed by the 
move. As a matter of fact, I'm thoroughly enjoying myself where I'm living now. 

"There's nothing more that can be done at this point. The FBI considered the 
case and then handed it over to the local police in Beverly Hills. They say they 
can't put a warrant out on the person (even if they could find out who it is) until 
I'm rud attacked and that until an actual attack occurs there's nothing they 
can do." 

She shook her head in consternation. "As far as I’m concerned, once a physical 
attack happens — God forbid if it should — it would be too late. The alternative 
would be to hire bodyguards. І haven't done that, no. But до have security. Апа! 
feel secure.” 

As to the rumours that she may now leave America, Jane entirely discounts 
them. "I'm definitely not leaving the country. In fact I'm a permanent resident 
here and actually a non-resident from England. This is my home now. This is 
where | live and work. I'd love to come back to England some time and work and | 
may well do so in the near future, but I have no intentions of leaving here for good. 

"I don't think | even take these threats very seriously. I'm trying not to.” O END 
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The Fear of Living 

in Hollywood 
@ THE threats against 
English а Jane 
Seymour (see our story 
on this page) are just a 
part of what life in Holly- 
wood is like these days. 
Many top stars are living 
under the threat of being 
robbed. 

Today many Holly- 
wood homes are being 
turned into miniature 
Fort Knox's with the Іа 
est and most 
burglar-proof systems. 

Warren Beatty spent a 
fortune on home 
improvements including 
the installation of a kid- 
nap-proof vault. ‘“War- 
ren is paranoid about 
two things — being kid- 


Guard dogs roam the 
grounds of movie star 
hom One dog didn't 
help to relieve the fears 
of Charlie's Angels star, 
Jaclyn Smith, 
bought anothe 
beautiful young star has 
had some  harrowing 
encounters with stran- 
gers. 

The crime rate in the 
Los Angeles area is on a 
frightening increase. 
Threats of kidnapping 
and extortion are becom- 
ing common-place. А 
recent case involved Wal- 
ter Matthau. His son 
became the victim of a 
ransom threat. 

Matthau had received 
& letter demanding over 
£100,000 otherwise his 
son Charles would be 
killed. Matthau told the 
police and they gave his 
son protection. An 18- 
year-old student wa: 
eventually arrested i 
connection with the ran- 
som threat. 

There is a growing 
number of top stars who 
are thinking seriously of 
living right away from 
Hollywood and its en- 
virons — and with the 
crime rate on the 
increase who can blame 
them? by Paul Wilson 
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photoplay 
PREVIEW 
by 
Paul Wilson 


A youngster is hauled out of the water by friends just as the Great. White Shark attacks 


In Jaws 2 Roy Scheider again plays 
Brody, out to kill the shark 
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One of the horrifying scenes as the shark smashes into this boat 


е JAWS is back! With his teeth sharpened he's 
ready for a second bite of the cherry. And the 
cherry is Amity, the coastal town that millions 
saw mauled in the monster box-office success 
that was the original Jaws. 

The sequel is every bit as horrifying. The 
menacing shadow of the Great White Shark 
looms large offshore, and Jaws 2 snaps up 
several victims before the townsfolk realise what 
is happening. 

Roy Scheider stars as Brody, the Amity police 
chief. As in the previous movie he is the first to 
suspect a shark presence — in fact he's been 
worrying about a return for the past four 
years. And once again it is the town's mayor, 
played by Murray Hamilton, who pours cold 
waler on Brody's warnings. Lorraine Gary, as 
the police chief's wife, and Jeffrey Kramer, as 
his deputy, also return from the original film 

But the shark is new, and "Bruce" as the 
original man-made menace was named, has 
been superseded by three even more life-like 
sharks who perform better than their predeces- 
sor, and were nicknamed Bruce Two, Farl and 
Harold (the latter after co-producer David 
Brown's Beverly Hills lawyer!) 

Their first victims in the new story are two 
unsuspecting skindivers engulfed and devoured 
as they investigate the wreck of a familiar- 
looking boat on the sea-bed — it's the boat that 
carried Richard Dreyfuss, Robert Shaw and 
Scheider to the final reckoning in Jaws. 

When the skindivers’ own boat is found adrift, 
Brody becomes suspicious. And when a mystery 
explosion heralds the disappearance of a water- 
skier, her boat and her driver, he is convinced 
that a new shark is off the coast of Amity. 

But Amity has other things to think about. A 
new Holiday Inn has opened with promises of 
great prosperity for the town as a tourist resort 
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Brody, however, is only concerned about the 
welfare of its inhabitants. 

The freshest thing about Jaws 2is its emphasis 
on the town’s children. A sort of Saturday Night 
Jaws where the kids are having fun and frolics in 
their sailing boats unaware of the danger lurking 
below 

Behind the cameras it was more or less the 
same team that struck gold with the original 
film. New director Jeannot Szwarc spent the first 
month of filming re-creating Amity at Martha's 
Vineyard, an island off the coast of Mass- 
achusetts. Then he took his cast and crew off to 
the Gulf of Mexico at Navarre Beach, Florida. 

The word is that some of the most exciting, 
dramatic and technically difficult boat and shark 
attack action ever attempted were shot. And 
having seen the film we can well believe it. 

Because of the extensive shooting which took 
place at sea it was necessary for many of the 
crew — including cameramen, property men, 
grips and electricians — to be licensed scuba 
divers. But even that diving skill was not always 
enough to combat the surging tides, high surf, 
thick fog and strong winds that dogged produc- 
tion 

These natural obstacles only served to make a 
difficult job worse for special effects man Robert 
Mattey and his team of experts. With the shark 
leaping out of the water to munch a helicopter, 
attacking boats, causing explosions, capsizings, 
sinkings and several unpleasant deaths, Mattey's 
task posed a hazardous challenge. But after 
doing the same work on Jaws he was more than 
equal to the skills involved. 

While the basic settings and the central 
characters for the sequel were taken from Peter 
Benchley's original novel, “Jaws”, it was writers 
Carl Gottlieb and Howard Sackler who penned 
the new screenplay. Gottlieb co-wrote the origi- 


A dramatic moment on the 
beach for Lorraine Gary, Brody's wife 


The killer shark attacks Cindy 
Grover as she swims 10 safety 


nal screenplay with Benchley, and Sackler is a 
Pulitzer Prize-winner for his Broadway hit “The 
Great White Hope”. 

The producing team of Richard D. Zanuck 
and David Brown has its ninth movie in Jaws 2. 
Apart from the original film they were also 
behind The Sting, MacArthur, and The Sugar- 
land Express. 

"[ don't want to decry Jaws," said 
David Brown. "But the new film has more of 
everything. The danger for us was what you 
might call ‘overbite’ — we couldn't simply 
repeat what we did with the first film, and T 
don't think we have. Instead of three men in a 
powered boat being chased by a shark, with only 
thirty-per-cent of the action actually filmed at 
sea, we have a bunch of kids aged from 9 to 19 in 
sailboats being hounded by the shark — and 
seventy-per-cent of the film shot at sea." 

On the first day's filming Brown and Zanuck 
(and no doubt the rest of the crew) were 
perturbed to discover real sharks near the waters 
they had selected for shooting. 

Оп top of the crew of more than 350 they had 
already employed, they now had to enlist the 
services of underwater bodyguards with shark 
repellent and harpoons. 

For director Szwarc it was only his second 
credit as film director. But apart from his 
previous movie Bug, he had directed nearly 100 
TV programmes, including episodes of 
Columbo, Kojak and Baretta. 

Still it Was something of a gamble for Zanuck 
and Brown, who are now satisfied with their 
choice, and are hailing Szwarc as the new 
Spielberg. Szwarc, however, is still recovering 
from the ordeal: "The technical hurdles and 
intricate details in the film were mind-boggling. 
It may be my most challenging undertaking if I 
direct until I'm 100 years old.” ОЕМО 
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9 BETTY HUTTON, movie 
queen of the Forties and star of 
such classics as Annie Get Your 
Gun and The Greatest Show On 
Earth is trying to make her 
comeback in Hollywood. But 
she’s finding out that the town 
which had once turned all her 
dreams into a sweet reality has 
now turned her life into a 
nightmare. 

Miss Hutton, now 56, and not 
looking anywhere near it, had 
retired to а rectory after the 
failure of her last marriage. 
She'd considered becoming a 
nun, but recently re-emerged 
with the hope that she could 
still return to her first love- 
showbusiness. 

And she's trying hard. But it 
seems that Hollywood has 
turned its back on the star it 
once adored. These days she's 
struggling to get parts, forced 
to go on interviews and audi- 
tions for jobs just like any aspir- 
ing starlet. 

It's a bitter experience for one 
who was once one of Holly- 
wood's best-loved stars. 

“I've been out of the business 
for about sixteen years,” she 
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here has to be about sixteen to 
play а 30-year-old. Producers 
insist 1 go on job interviews 
which I've never done before 
and I'm extremely embarrassed 
and humiliated. That should be 
for the newcomer and it’s good 
for them, but not for me. | have 
over and over demonstrated 
my talent. Why should | have to 
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WHAT ARE THEY DOING NOW? 
photoplay catches up with .. 
a great star of the past | 
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BETTY HUTTON tells Barbra Paskin 


She shook her blonde head 
sadly. “Once you've been a star 
you should remain one. True, ав 
you get older you should go 
into different parts, but in 
America they don't do that. 
When you get older they say 
goodbye, It’s a youth scene 
here. It’s a very bad thing that's 


as а human being. You 
shouldn't be put down for your 
age. 


"Why should my age make a 
difference unless they're mak- 
ing a film about a 25-year-old? | 
could certainly play a woman of 
40. | don't pretend to be 19 апу 
more, but | still have the same 
effervescence. | still have the 


told me sadly, “and everybody start again now?" it as a performer 


€ PETER FALK pacing the floor, 
mumbling, mumbling — his right hand 
apparently in spirited argument with 
his left. He ks up a hammer, kneels 
in front of a small safe, the door of 
which has been “torched”, and gives it 
a mighty belt. 

№ as if the tumblers of the scene 
fall into place; his jaw drops and he is 
a kind of Columbo-at-the-point-of- 
discovery. 

Director William Friedkin orders the 
cameras to roll again, and this time the 


Peter Falk as a 
safe-cracker, in 
The Brink's Job 


happening in America. | resent 
dI 


ent it 


same voice, the same power! | 


shot goes perfectly. 

Falk grins, hitches his baggy pants, 
scratches his head, and wanders off, 
mumbling, mumbling. . . 

The movie is called The Brink's Job, 
and the story draws heavily on the real thing 
— on the night of January 17, 1950, 11 men 
got away with over 2% million dollars from 
supposedly impregnable offices. 

Authorities spent six years and 29 million 
dollars apprehending the gang, some of 
whom got life, but they recovered only 
57,000 dollars. 

Long since out of jail, some of the original 
gang members have been hired as "tech- 
nical advisers" on this film. For 5,000 dollars 
each, along with 10 per cent of any profits. 

Peter Falk plays their leader, Tony Pino, 
who originally pitched the idea of a movie 
six years ago to producer Ralph Serpe, who 
happened at the time to be in Boston. 

Pino died a year later, but his idea did пої 
So Serpe is spending 12 million of Dino De 
Laurentiis’ dollars making what Friedkin 
describes as “а three-penny opera.” 

It's now time for lunch. All eyes on Falk, as 
he takes a plate, fills it, sits, eats, mumbling 
mumbling. 

He has decided he does not want to be 
interviewed today. The word is he is upset 
that the last reporter on the set questioned 
him forty minutes and used only one tiny 
quote at the end of his story. 

But Friedkin is talking. He loves to talk. 
Does it strong too. 

The word in Hollywood is that Friedkin — 
who burst upon us with The Exorcist — is 
tough, impossible, demanding. 

And on that he says: "I don't know what 


photoplay 


Betty in Annie Get Your Gun 


am the same ME!" 

What makes it even sadder 
for her is that she knows her 
public is still there, waiting for 
her return. She's still recog- 
nised, even mobbed some- 
times, wherever she goes and 
receives fan mail from all over 
the world. ls a love she 
returns with deep passion. 


comeback in Londo 
she believes, peop! n't 
treated as has-beens. “I'd like 
to do a Betty Hutton special in 
England on stage or on televi- 
sion, and sing and dance and 


where, 


be stopped! Finally they had to 
ring up the iron curtain and | 
had to sing some more! It was 
wonderful and ! just loved 
them!” 

She choked a little, yearning 


^| cry out for love and the only place 
| can find it is with the public” 


make the audience leave that 
theatre so happy and not sad 
any more. That's what | want 
so very badly." 

One of Betty's fondest 
memories is rooted in London. 
A major triumph of her career, 
it happened when she played at 
the London Palladium. 

She smiled wistfully, recal- 
ling the occasion. 

“What happened to me there 
has never happened since. | 
didn't know it at the time but 
after the show and after they've 
played the National Anthem 
they're not supposed to raise 
the safety curtain. But the audi- 
ence was practically ripping out 
the seats and were climbing up. 
on the stage! It was just sheer 


for the chance to relive such 
moments again 

“In London they love you and 
they love you good. They don't 
push you around and | cannot 
say that for America. London 
has it right. And the respect 
they have for the performer is 
what you are taught as а kid it 
should be, but it's all gone bad 
in this country." 

She stopped and her 
thoughts flashed back to her 
days in the convent. 

When I was with the nuns in 
New England they looked at 
showbusiness like it was a sin, 
and | began to think maybe 
they were right. But then | 
remembered that in the begin- 
ning God created all things. 


nothing. Nothing created. 
So, of course, He created sho 
business and people like me." 

She desperately misses 
showbusiness life. Perhaps, 
indeed, it is the only true love 
affair she's ever known. The 
smell of the greasepaint is deep 
inside her, strong as ever, 
perhaps made even stronger 
through years of tortured 
yearning. And she pines for the 
chance to return. 

“It’s the ‘in’ circle in Holly- 
wood that | cannot get to 
understand," she sobbed, the 
final remnants of composure 
disintegrating before me. “All 
they keep saying is 'she's a 
legend’.” 

She shook her head bitterly. 
"I'm no legend! I'm a human 
being! ! DIE inside when I'm 
hurt! I'm lonely. | cry out for 
love and the only place | can 
find it is with the public. | want 
то go back! It's part of me and | 
miss it with all my heart!" 

Betty Hutton. A sad and 
lonely lady. Waiting — and 
praying — that she'll be given 
the one thing she wants more 
than anything else in the world. 


Her one dream is to make her 


bediam! Their love would not 


Without — Him 


there 


was А chance to come back. ПЕМО 


they say, and | don't give a flying — | don't 
read the trade papers, don't have any friends 
out in Hollywood. 

“But | know that | am driven, and | don't 
suffer fools gladly, including myself. | am 
much harder on myself than anybody. | am 
never satisfied, never happy. 

^| can't watch most of the films I've done. | 
tried once to watch The French Connection 
on television. It was so slow moving! 

"The one | am most satisfied with is 
Sorcerer, retitled The Wages Of Fear. Почеп, 
really love it. Although it is flawed 
everywhere, it is my best work.” 

And what about this picture, Brink’s, for 
which we are all gathered amid the rubble in 
what looks like a bombed-out warehouse in 
downtown Boston; each of us sitting so as 
not to be in the path of glass dangling 
perilously from shattered skylights; yeah, 
what about this picture . . . ? 

“It's really not the robbery itself that inter- 
ests me. It's the characters, the human com- 
dies. 

“These are old-school guys who represent 
an era that is доле in this country. It was kind 
of an innocent crime. Really, what I'm trying 
to do with the story is make it a three-penny 
opera, set in Boston between 1938 and 1956. 
There is no moral tone whatsoever. . . which 
is kind of a moral tone in itself. 

"There is no saying these guys were 
wrong. And there's no saying they were 
right. It was just a way of life. This is how it 
was for these people. And personally, | find 
them very funny." 

Still no interview with Falk. Everybody is 
giving him a lot of room today. The circles 
he's walking seem to be tightening. He's still 


mumbling, mumbling. His lines? Nobody 
knows. 


It's now very late at night. In а bar on the 
ground floor of the Copley Plaza Hotel. Drink- 
ing beer with a guy called John, one of the 
"technical advisers." John picks locks like 
other people pick their nose. 

“If you ask me,” he says, "they're giving 
too much away in this film, showing people 
how to do it. Could encourage crime." 

John tells how he took Falk up to a door in 
the hotel, and showed him how to slip in а 
piece of undeveloped X-ray film and, with a 
downward sawing motion, ease back the 
lock. 

“It took him five, maybe ten minutes. Not 
bad, for a first time. Said if he was free, | 
could have a little work for him. . ." 

Still no word from Falk on the interview. 

Two weeks of telephone calls from Los 
Angeles to Boston telescope, in one day, to a 
flurry of calls, which culminate, at midnight 
Boston time, to THE call 

Falk is on the line, apologising for the 
delays; saying it has been rough, this pic- 
ture; working all day, all night; you know 
how it is, you know. 

When the Brink's job happened, Falk 
remembers that he was in college, and, like 
most Americans, registered its “shattering 
impact.” 

He chuckles now, adding: “With all the 
publicity, these guys were pictured as mas- 
terminds who pulled off the most brilliant 
caper in history. 

“But the guy l'm playing was a street thief, 
a shop-lifter. He was no mastermind. He 
stole underwear in department stores. 
Picked up golf balls, radios. 


“Yet in his personality was a magnetism 
so strong it held the gang together for six 
years of planning. Now that's a long time for 
volatile personalities, who tend to drift oft, 
get drunk, rob some place on their own, get 
picked up.” 

Falk admits that he has learnt much from 
working the other side of the law for a 
change 

"То these guys, it's a business. If they're 
good at it, they're proud of it. Robbery, l've 
discovered, is never as planned as you think. 
Things happen randomly. 

"You don't expect guys to go out on a 
robbery when they're drunk, but they do, 
because they do get scared. And they do 
forget to take the right crowbar. It cost the 
Brink's guys a million dollars, not taking the 
right crowbar.” 

Falk has also discovered, to his discomfort, 
that when society beds down it is not sec- 
urely padlocked, shuttered and bolted. 

"This guy, with a jeweller's drill and a 
home-made battery, showed me how to 
open a heavy brass padlock in 30 seconds. 
They can go through any door, no problem 
And alarm systems, they can disengage 
them in a minute." Д 

Falk is turning increasingly to movies. 
After Brink's, he does another comedy, for 
Warner Brothers, called The in-Laws. And 
then he may taxe off for a while, to enjoy his 
new life, and his wife Shera, who is working 
hard to change Falk's appearance. 

Explains Falk: “1 hadn't been shopping for 
clothes in ten years, so Shera, a lovely girl, 
went out and bought me a suit and three 
pairs of pants. Yeah, I'm dressing ир, Биг 
still no threat to а clothes’ horse!” О END 


Colin eventually tracks him down for an interview! 
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HOOPER жж ж 


© Burt Reynolds plays "the 
world's greatest stuntman” 
in this smashing, crashing, 
exploding, diving, 
death-defying look at the 
world of Hollywood's 
stuntmen. Directed by Hal 
Needham. 


STEVIE ж ж 


€ Glenda Jackson gives a 
superb performance as the 
obscure English poetess 
and novelist, Stevie Smith. 
Mona Washbourne plays 
her maiden "Lion Aunt", 
with Trevor Howard as 
Stevie's literary friend and 
Alec McCowen as her suitor. 
Directed by Robert Enders. 


THE CAT FROM 
OUTER SPACE ж ж 


€ Disney nonsense in which 
a moggy from outer space 
lands on earth and causes 
mayhem and mirth. He 
enlists the help of an 

off- beat physicist, played by 
Ken Berry, in an effort to 
repair his crashed 
spacecraft. Directed by 
Norman Tokar. 


THE BIG SLEEP 
ЖЖЖ 

€ Michael Winner's re-make 
ofthe Raymond Chandler 
classic. Robert Mitchum is 
Philip Marlowe, the private 
eye who wise-cracks his 
way through a plottoo 
complicated to compress 
here. Also starring Sarah 
Miles, Oliver Reed and 
James Stewart. Directed by 
Michael Winner. 


DEATH ON THE 
NILE xx * 


€ Agatha Christie's famous 
whodunnit set on a cruise 
down the Nile. Rich girl Lois 
Chiles is murdered and 
Inspector Hercule Poirot, 
played by Peter Ustinov, 
suspects just about 
everyone including Bette 
Davis, Olivia Hussey, Simon 
MacCorkindale, Maggie 
Smith and Mia Farrow. 
Directed by John 
Guillermin. 


PETE'S DRAGON 
ж Ж 


€ Colourful musical from 
the Disney stable that mixes 
live action with an animated 
dragon. He belongs to a 
young orphan, played by 
Sean Marshall, who escapes 
the nasty clutches of his 
fierce foster mother Shelley 
Winters. Helen Reddy and 
Mickey Rooney give him 
shelter. Best of all is Jim 
Dale as the crooked Doc 
Terminus. Directed by Don 
Chaffey. 


Sean Marshall is befriended by Helen Reddy in Pete's Dragon 
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TARKA THE OTTER 
хх 

Produced and directed Бу 
David Cobham. Cert: “А”. 


Running time: 91 minutes. 
(Rank) 


Master... Peter Bennet 
Hibbert... Edward Underdown 
Lucy... Brenda Cavendish 

Hunt Secretary... John Leeson 


€ Wildlife adventure about 
an otter called Tarka, 
meaning Little Wanderer or 
Wandering as Water. He 
leads a hectic life, dodging 
Deadlock who is the lead 
dog of a pack of 
otter-hungry hunting 
hounds, avoiding Bloody 
Bill Brock the badger, 
romancing Whitetip a 
female otter, and eating. He 
does a lot of eating! It's 
almost down-beat with 
occasional bursts of 
light-hearted fare. The film 
took over two years to make 
and is obviously a labour of 
love for director Cobham. 
The final twenty or so 
minutes of his movie are 
packed with action and 
suspense as the otter 
hunters with their hounds 
led by Deadlock relentlessly 
pursue Tarka. A showdown 
between Tarka and 
Deadlock is inevitable. 
There are quite a few 
gruesome scenes. 


Larry Dann as a naive young man 
is seduced by Suzanne Danielle as 
Emmannuelle 


CARRY ON 
EMMANNUELLE x 


Directed by Gerald Thomas. 
Cert: "AA". Running time: 
88 minutes. 
(Hemdale International) 
Emmanuelle... Suzanne Danielle 
Emile... Kenneth Williams 
Leyland... Kenneth Connor 
lyons... Jack Douglas 
Mrs Dangle... Joan Sims 
Richmond... Peter Butterworth 
Theodore... Larry Dann 


@ At first you think it's the 
first serious Carry On. Then 
slowly it dawns that you're 
hearing the jokes forthe 
umpteenth time. . . апа 
they're just not funny 
anymore. This is the usual 
round of silly, smutty 
innuendos centred on a plot 
concerning the bed-hopping 
wife of a French diplomat in 
London. While 
Emmannuelle is busy 
seducing Prime Ministers, 
whole football teams and so 
on, she is being pursued by 
a love-sick previous 
conquest, Theodore, who 
finally, in desperation, gives 
her remarkable story 
complete with pictures, to 
the national Press. 
Emmannuelle becomes а 
celebrity overnight 
Suzanne Danielle is suitably 
sensuous as Emmannuelle. 
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Bradford Dillman 
and Heather Men- 
zies survey the scene 
of a terrible accident 
in Piranha 


PIRANHA x ж 


Directed by Joe Dante. 
Cert: "X". Running time: 94 
minutes. 

(United Artists) 


Paul Grogan. 
Maggie McKeown. 
Dr Robert Hoak 
Jack 

Buck Gardner. 


Bradiord Dillman 
Heather Menzies 
Kevin McCarthy 
Keenan Wynn. 
Dick Miller 


€ Honestly, the lengths 
people will go to to justify a 
plot. How do you explain 
away a swarm of 
flesh-eating piranha in 
Texas? Easy. They'rea 
left-over from Army 
research into using the little 
fishes as a weapon against 
the North Vietnamese. And 
when two hitch-hikers go for 
а midnight swim in a pool 
they get gnawed to the 
bone. Which is the cue for 
Bradford Dillman and 

| Heather Menzies to discover 
| the piranha reserve and try 
| 


and alert the authorities. 
Before the authorities finally 

| wake up tothe fact that 

| thereare things more 

| dangerous than minnows in 

| their waters, the piranhas 

| have had afield day with 

| certain innocent humans. A 
film with plenty of teeth but 
no bite. 


Nick Nolte digs in watched by Tuesday Weld in Dog Soldiers 


DOG SOLDIERS ** 


Directed by Karel Reisz. 
Cert: “X”. 
Running time: 


125 minutes. 
(United Artists) 
Ray Hicks. Nick Nolte 


Marge Converse. 
John Converse 


Tuesday Weld 
Michael Moriarty 


Antheil... Anthony Zerbe 
Danskin... Richard Masur 
Smitty... Ray Sharkey 


€ One man army Nolte 
comes back from Vietnam 
with heroin in his haversack. 
He's supposed to simply 
deliver it for his dissipated 
friend Michael Moriarty (he 
played Dorf the SS man in 
Holocaust). Instead, Nolte 
chased by heavies, takes off, 
not only with Moriarty's 
heroin but with his wife, 
Tuesday Weld, as well. 
Pursued by drug 
dealers/federal narcotics 
agents Nolte heads off into 
the hills with Tuesday Weld 
where he eventually 
discovers that there are 
more important things in life 
thanthe money to be made 
from a bag of heroin. It's a 
perfect part for the 
gruff-looking Nolte, who, 
manages a creditable 
performance. The film 
moves along at a fair pace, 
laced with violent action. 


V 


THE THIRTY-NINE 
STEPS жж ж 
Directed by Don Sharp. 
Cert: "A". Running time: 
102 minutes. 


(Rank) 
Richard Hannay... Robert Powell 
Appleton... David Warner 
Chief Superintendent Lomas... Eric Porter 
Colonel Scudder... John Mills 


Karen Dotrice 
George Baker 


Alexandra MacKenzie 
Sir Walter Ви ам. 


© Tense, breathless, 
exciting tale of espionage, 
intrigue and pursuit. 
Although the story has been 
filmed twice before, this is 
not a re-make in the literal 
sense. The previous 
versions were set in the 
years the films were made, 
1935 and 1959 respectively. 
This new film sticks close to 
John Buchan's famous book 
and is set in 1915. Robert 
Powell stars as Hannay, an 
innocent man relentlessly 
pursued by police and 
Prussian agents across 
Britain. The police believe 
he murdered Colonel 
Scudder of the British 
Intelligence Service, while 
the Prussians want a secret 
notebook which belonged to 
Scudder and is now in 
Hannay's possession 
What's so secret about the 
notebook? That keeps us 
guessing а 


An armed John Mills confronts Robert Powell in The Thirty-Nine Steps 


SHORT EYES kx x 


Directed by Robert M. 
Young. 

Cert: "X". Running time: 
104 minutes. 

(Success Films) 


Clark Davis... Bruce Davison 
Juan... Jose Perez 
lce... Nathan George 
ElRaheem... Don Blakely 
Расо... Shawn Elliott 
Pappy... Curtis Mayfield 
Johnny... Freddy Fender 


@ Grim, gritty look at life 
inside New York City’s 
detention centre, 
nicknamed “The Tombs” 
“Short Eyes” is prison 
jargon for a child molester. 
Such a man is Clark Davis, 
played brilliantly by Bruce 
Davison. He is a newcomer 
to “Тһе Tombs” and meets 
with hostility from other 
inmates because even they, 
some of whom are 
hardened, violent criminals, 
look upon his particular 
crime with disgust. 
Authenticity is attained 
since the film was actually 
shot within the New York 
prison, and the cast is made 
up of professional actors 
and ex-cons. Jose Perez 
plays the father-confessor 
figure among the Puerto 
Rican prisoners, trying 
unsuccessfully to maintain 
some order in the ranks. 


Joe Carberry haras- 
ses another. prisoner 
— Bruce Davison — 
in Short Eyes 
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€ ACAPULCO, MEXICO . . . It is 
about ten years since Farrah 
Fawcett-Majors was last in 
Acapulco. Here on the Mexican 
Riviera she sampled life cheaply 
asa student in this somewhat 
jaded resort of the wealthy jet 
set on the Pacific Ocean with its 
gleaming white hotels, lush 
green hills, smooth beaches 
and even smoother bodies 
sprawled on them. 

Farrah recently returned — 
but under somewhat different 
circumstances which include an 
entourage consisting of a 
secretary, hairdresser, make-up 
man, her mother and father and 
several security guards, and a 
personal manager. This 
entourage, over and above 
Farrah's million dollar plus 
salary is costing London based 
Hemdale Productions more 
than £3,000 per week in 
expenses and “walking around 
| money." 

On this trip, Farrah is starring 
around the resort in Sunburn — 
| which will probably have а 

pre-release title change — 
which is described by producer 
John Daly as: "Ап action 
comedy thriller in which 
she teams up with 
Charles Grodin to play а 
beautiful, zany model who 
agrees to pose as his wife while 
he investigates an insurance 
fraud during the course of 
which he uncovers all kinds of 
other nastiness.” 

Art Carney, himself an 
Oscar-winner, co-stars asa 
spry, septuagenarian private 
eye. Others in the cast include 
Joan Collins, and Eleanor 
Parker in cameo roles which 
took one day to film. 

Being the million dollar 
property that she is, Farrah was 
handled with kid gloves by cast, 
crew, unit publicist and, in 
particular, the insurance 
company representative. In fact, 
there is one scene toward the 
end ofthe film where Farrah 
has to drive a red car into a bull 
ring during a bull fight. Because 
of the necessity of close-ups, 
Farrah had to drive the vehicle 
herself. Following the scene the 
publicity people wanted Farrah 
to pose for stills with the 
Matador near the beast. Even 
though the bull was so doped 
up as to be completely 
immobile so it wouldn't attack 
anyone, the insurance. 
representative refused to allow 
Farrah near the beast. 
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JOHN AUSTIN REPORTS FROM ACAPULCO 
ON THE MAKING OF FARRAH-FAWCETT MAJORS’ 
NEW MOVIE... 


Charles Grodin gives 
sexy Farrah Fawcett- 
Majors a pat on the 
back in this scene in 
which she poses as 
his wife 


"Hell," said an observer, “she 
would only have had to touch 
him with her pinky and it would 
have fallen over, it was so 


| heavily doped.” 


But, from what we observed, 

it was Farrah — Farrah — Farrah 
from the taxi drivers to the 

shopkeepers to the townsfolk 
who gathered at the entrance to 
her hotel for a glimpse as 
Farrah sweptin or out of her 
chauffeur-driven limousine with 
entourage trailing behind ‘Her 
Majesty’. The way that 
entourage emerged from the 
ancient Cadillac reminded one 
of the old circus act wherein 30 
clowns emerged froma 
battered Volkswagen 

Farrah “consented” to a Press 
conference on the day she 
arrived. АП the local journalists 
and photographers gathered in 
the midst of a monsoon rain. 
Farrah turned this way and that 
atthe exhortations of the 
paparezzi Mexican-style, 
smiling her endless toothy 
smile, patient, we felt, with the 
almost rough demands made 
upon her. She constantly 
brushed the candy-floss hair 
from her brow with the back of 
her hand andas she moved 


around in her silk blouse you 
knew immediately why 
Charlie's Angels is known as 
‘the jiggle show" 

Thereafter, except to a few 
privileged journalists from 
major international 
publications, Sunburn has been 
closed to everyone. 

“Farrah,” said producer Daly, 
“has been, and is, too absorbed 
in a long and tiring role to take 
time out for interviews. She has 
also been given approval of the 
photographs taken by the unit 
cameraman.” 

Said Farrah: “Ellie is the sort 
of role | always wanted to play. | 
can wear glamorous clothes 
and | сап also play sloppy, 
funny and clumsy. | feel that 
Ellie is someone | know. Crazy 
things happen to her. | сап 
appreciate how she'd feel.” 

“It's a fun film, we hope,” 
said Daly. “At first, the script 
was a bit serious and straight, 
but changes have been made, 
the comedy has been stressed 
There’s some funny action 
scenes, and it's all working.” 

Said director Richard 
Sarafian: Our action scenes 
include a predictable car chase 
but this one ends with a 


difference: in a crowded bull 
ring with a fight going on. 
Grodin and Carney parasail (a 
popular 'sport' in Acapulco) 
along a beach to surprise a 
horde of villains. Farrah is 
surprised during an underwater 
swimming outing by a potential 
killer.” 

Charles Grodin, who plays 
Jake Dekker, the insurance 
investigator, has credits which 
include Catch 22; Rosemary's 
Baby; 11 Harrowhouse; Heaven 
Can Wait with Warren Beatty, as 
well as many guest 
appearances on television 
shows over the last decade. Art 
Carney plays А! Marcus and 
won his Oscar, a well-deserved 
one, for Harry & Tonto. Joan 
Collins and Eleanor Parker have 
nothing more, really, than 
walk-on-walk-off parts but add 
“star power” to the film. 

Виган during my short stay in 
Acapulco, it was, as | said at the 
outset, “Farrah-Farrah-Farrah” 
mainly due to the fact that 
Charlie’s Angels started on the 
tube in Mexico last year and 
they are only showing the 
segments in which Farrah 
jiggles her way across the 
screen. Even the cab driver who 


What happens when Farrah drives 
into a bullring in a red car? It’s just 
one of the scenes in what producer 
John Daley describes as “a fun film” 
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Farrah plays а beautiful, гапу model in Sunburn 


took me to the airport turned in 
his seat beaming and, oblivious 
to the teeming traffic, asked: 
"You know. . . sheis. . .sheis 

how you say, senor. . .?”" 
He was groping for words but 
his expressive hands taken 
from the steering wheel left no 
doubt what he was trying to 
convey. 

Nevertheless, while in 
Acapulco | got the feeling that a 
lot of her entourage and crew 
members on the film are sort of 
waiting around for the FF-M 
bubble to burst. Her film, 
Somebody Killed Her Husband 
with Jeff Bridges, was released 
in America just before Sunburn 
got underway in early October. 
Éven though US critics roasted 
the picture, Farrah fared well for 
her first major performance 

Round One For Her. 

Round Two will be Sunburn 
— or whatever its release title 
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will be. They say the second 
one of anything is harder than 
the first — as a contemporary, 
Cybill Shepherd, discovered 
following the release of The 
Last Picture Show several years 
ago. But John Daly told us 
” Sunburn will give Farrah lots 
of chances to develop her 
avowed role as a comedienne. 
From what | have seen of the 
rushes’, she is accepting the 
challenge with eager hands. 
That early footage," continued 
Daly, "shows her coming 
across as something between 
the late Judy Holliday and 
Goldie Hawn. She has a natural 
flair for comedy but there is also 
a little girl air of vulnerability 
sometimes. But beneath all the 
wackiness, there's a shrewd 
brain to go along with that 
unbelievable glamour.” 

We shall see! 

END 
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@ The best home movie ‘digest’ 
| have yet seen is the MGM, 
Cinerama production How The 
West Was Won (Walton, 400 
feet, colour and sound). The 
МСМ editors have achieved 
what | thought was the 
impossible by editing the 
original three-hour episodic 
epic down to an 18-minute 
enjoyable featurette. The film 
originally followed the exploits 
of a pioneering family through 
some 50 years of American 
history. This shortened version 
comes over more аз а 
semi-documentary in which the 
main characters are almost 
incidental to the story of the 
winning of the West. We begin 
with a journey down the Eerie 
Canal as Karl Malden, Debbie 
Reynolds and Carroll Baker 
battle with rapids. They next 
find themselves the victims of 
river pirates led by Walter 
Brennan and are saved by 
mountain man James Stewart. 
A gold rush takes Debbie 
Reynolds and Gregory Peck on 
a long journey across the plains 
by wagon train which is 
attacked by hostile Indians. 
Next we are plunged into the 
Civil War between North and 
South in which the Battle of 
Shiloh is vividly brought to life. 
Railroad chief Richard Widmark 
finds he has an Indian war on 
his hands as redskins stampede 
thousands of buffalos through 
the railroad camp. The climax 
comes with a truly breathtaking 
gun fight on a runaway train 
between ex-sheriff George 
Peppard and a gang of outlaws 
led by Eli Wallach. This 1962 
western to beat all westerns 
had three top directors at the 
helm. Henry Hathaway directed 
the rivers, the plains and the 
outlaws sequences, John Ford 
recreated the Civil War and 
George Marshall handled the 
railroad sequence. 


€ Pilot James Stewart anda 
host of stars fly into trouble in | 
The Flight Of The Phoenix 
(Mountain, 400 feet, colour and 
sound). They crash in the 
Sahara Desert and their aircraft 
is destroyed beyond repair. 
Hardy Kruger claims he can 
design a new aircraft using bits 
of the wreckage. The rest of the 
cast including Richard 
Attenborough, Peter Finch, Dan 
Duryea and lan Ваппеп set 
about the exhausting task of 
putting together a new plane 


before all their food and water 
runs out. Once the job is done 
Kruger admits to Stewart that 
his work is designing model 
aeroplanes. The question is: 
will this giant model plane get 
off the around? 

© Derann Film Services release 
the full-length Elvis Presley film 
Blue Hawaii, in colour and 
sound. The film opens with 
Elvis returning to his homeland 
Hawaii having served two years 
in the army. To the horror of his 
mother, played by Angela 
Lansbury who wants him to 
work for his father in his 
pineapple business, Elvis takes 
on ajob as a tourist guide. His 
sweetheart, Joan Blackman, 
gets the wrong idea when one 
of Elvis’s young female tourists 
develops а crush on him. That's 
pretty much all there is to the 
story, but there are many songs 
to keep all Presley fans happy, 
including “Can't Help Falling In 
Love", "Hawaiian Sunset”, 
“Island Of Love" and "Hawaiian 
Wedding Song.” Ashorter 400 
foot version of Blue Hawaii is 
also available from Mountain 
Films. 


© Certainly one of Elvis 
Presley's best films was King 
Creole, available as a 
black-and-white full-length 
feature from Derann. Unlike 
Presley's later films this is a 
gritty drama about a poor 
American boy, Elvis of course, 
who makes good as a singer in 
the King Creole nightclub. 
There's a fine performance 
from Walter Matthau asa 
racketeer who tries to give Elvis 
a hard time when our singing 
hero rescues Carolyn Jones 
from the pawing hands of 
Matthau. There are a number of 
classic songs in this movie, 
among them "King Creole", 
"Hard Headed Woman" and 
"New Orleans". 


® The New Centurions 
(Mountain, 400 feet, colour and 
sound) is a really tough slice of 
police life in Los Angeles. 
George C. Scott and Stacy 
Keach head the cast as two 
patrolmen who have to deal 
with just about everything from 
armed robbery to saving а 
cigarette-burned baby from its 
mother. 


Further information on 
the above films can be 
obtained from the 
distributors. Their 
addresses are: 
Mountain Films Ltd. (45 
New Oxford Street, 
London W.C.1). 

Derann Film Services 


[Film House, 171 
Stourbridge Road, 
Dudley, West Midlands 
DY12EQ). 

Walton Films (87 
Richtord Street, London 
W.B). 


reviewed by 
SALLY FRANCIS 


@ If you really want to know 
howa film is made! 
recommend you buy The Facts 
About A Feature Film by film 
critic and broadcaster Marjorie 
Bilbow. Marjorie takes one 
particular film, To The Devil. 

A Daughter, and follows its 
progress from the screen play 
to the editing stages and 
publicity. We read about allthe 
various jobs carried out by the 
people working on the 
production. | found it 
absorbing, so did Christopher 
Lee the star of that particular 
film who, in his introduction to 
the book, writes, "I congratulate 
Marjorie Bilbow on the precise 
and simple way in which she 
has set out, from beginning to 
end, what it really feels like to 
be a part of the whole 
production. Nobody is ignored 
or undervalued.” For an insight 
into what movie production is 
all about, then this is the book 
for you. It's published by G. 
Whizzard/Andre Deutsch and 
costs £2.50. 


€ Cinema ‘79 is a nicely 
produced glossy annual of over 
140 pages containing a number 
of fascinating features about 
the movie world. It's also 
loaded with illustrations. Edited 
by David Castell it is published 
by BCW Publishing and costs 
£395. 


@Two former Rank stars, Dirk 
Bogarde and Kenneth More, 
both have new books out. Dirk's 
Snakes And Ladders (Chatto 
and Windus at £5.95) is the 
second volume of his 
autobiography and it's a 
revelation of what fame and 
stardom can be really like. He. 
also tells what it was like 
working with Judy Garland on 

I Could Go On Singing — 
something of a nightmare 
experience. . . Kenneth More's 
autobiography is titled More Or 
Less (what else?) and is 
published by Hodder and 
Stoughton (at £5.95). Lots of 
witty anecdotes told charmingly 
by this great actor and star. 


€ Michael Winner's latest 
movie is The Big Sleep which 
has had a very mixed reception, 
not surprisingly. His next is 
Firepowerstarring Sophia 
Loren and James Coburn which 
was recently completed 
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Winner started modestly in the 
moviebiz. Today his credits 
speak for themselves. He's in 
the big league. Winner is an 
entertaining man (he once 
wrote his own obituary for The 
Sunday Telegraph in 1973), a 
man who doesn't suffer fools. 
gladly. He's a hard taskmaster, 
a man who gets what he wants, 
most of the time. He made up 
his mind that he wantedto be а 
film director when he was five. 
His film career and his movies 
are now traced in a book by Bill 
Harding titled The Films Of 
Michael Winner (Frederick 
Muller at £6.95). 


ө The 1978 edition of John 
Willis' perennial Screen World 
has been published by 
Frederick Muller at £6.95. This 
contains a comprehensive 
pictorial and statistical record of 
the 1977 movies. There аге over 
1,000 photos and а full cast list 
is given on the films included. 
There are obituaries of leading 
movie people who died during 
1977, and a useful section of 
biographical facts of all today's 
stars listing their real names, 
and place and date of birth. A 
most useful and popular 
reference work. 


© Gene Kelly sings again many 
of his famous movie songs on a 
brand new album, Singin' In 
The Rain Again. (Decca SKL 
5265). Lots of nostalgia for the 
movie buffs who well 
remember his marvellous 
Metro musicals, made popular 
to new generations via the telly 


© Bill Conti's score for F.1.S.T- 
packs a punch as you will hear 
on the United Artists 
soundtrack album (UAS 30181). 
The music is played by the 
London Symphony Orchestra... 
There's also a great dramatic 
score for The Fury by John 
Williams on the Arista 
soundtrack album (SPART 
1056) 


€ Scenes from Watership Down 
are read by Roy Dotrice onan 
Argo album (ZDA 176). This is a 
condensed version of the very 
successful Argo boxed set. The 
film's actual soundtrack can be 
heard on a CBS album (7016). 


© Francis Lai’s lovely 
background score for 
International Velvethas been 
recorded on an MGM album 
(2315 400). 


€ A new medic thriller now on 
show is Coma starring Michael 
Douglas. The film's soundtrack 
album is released on the MGM 
label (2315 398). The music has 
been composed by the prolific 
Jerry Goldsmith, Another of 
Jerry Goldsmith's recent movie 
scores was for The Swarmand 
you can hear it on a Warner 
Bros album (K56541). о 


eU S & 
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€ BURT REYNOLDS drops his 
moustache and picks up JILL 
CLAYBURGH in Starting Over. 
Candy Bergen also pops up in 
this tale of a couple of divorcees 
meeting up. Sounds like 
Unmarried Woman Part Two. 


ө It's business as usual in 
filmland. Everybody is copying 
everybody else. There's three 
movies about street gang 
warfare afoot: The Warriors; 
Defiance and Gang! Three more 
are to star Concorde. Airport 
1980 will have its usual all-star 
manifest; BARBARA BACH and 
RAY MILLAND are in The 
Concorde Affair; and ALAIN 
DELON is producing a French 
disaster movie in which he's а 
Concorde pilot 


€ SYLVESTER STALLONE is 
directing Rocky Part Two — 
Redemption. All the old gang is 
back: BURGESS MEREDITH as 
his trainer; TALIA SHIRE, fresh 
from Corky, as his wife; BURT 
YOUNG, who followed Sly's 
example and wrote a flick for 
himself, Uncle Joe Shannon, as 
his brother-in-law. The major 
surprise is CARL WEATHERS 
who returns as the heavyweight 
champion, Apollo Creed — set 
for another ring tussle with the 
Italian Stallion. Cari, who went 
ontostarin The Bermuda 
Depths and the all-star Force 10 
From Navarone, is knocked out 
to be Creed again. “I knew 
some actors who wouldn't do 
the first film because they felt 
Creed belittled MUHAMMAD 
ALI. That kinda scared me. Not 
that I'm afraid of him, but 
because | admire him probably 


more than any other athlete I’ve 
known in five years of pro 
football. I'd never want to 
belittle any institution like that, 
right? My concern was to keep 
some dignity in the role, in or 
out of the ring.” Then, Carl 
recalled the day Muhammad Ali 
met Apollo Creed. Ali had first 
made contact when Carl was on 
a TV talk-show. "Не just phoned 
in to tell me how pretty | was! 
Some weeks later, | met him 
coming out of a hotel with this 
huge entourage, so | went up 
and asked for his autograph. He 
turned, looked at me, did а 
double-take and roared: ‘It’s 
Apollo Creed!’ We hugged and 
went through the whole thing 
Beautiful, absolutely beautiful! 
Now he's one of my biggest 
fans. Except he likes to tell me 
"You're so pretty, you're just like 
me, but | wanna tell you, you 
can't float like a butterfly and 
sting like a bee — ‘cos l'm the 
real Apollo Creed! " 


€ GEORGE PEPPARD continues 
his new directing career with 
Gambler's Luck. . . FELLINI 
back in harness, too, on City Of 
Women; sounds a noisy place 

Australia’s biggest 
movie-hit, Picnic At Hanging 
Rock, has been turned into a 
ballet... SONDRA BLAKE joins 
hubby ROBERT BLAKE in The 
Hamster Of Happiness. If you 
think that’s a weird title, what 
about these: The Bump On 
Вгаптдап 5 Head, now being 
shot in Australia, or how about 
America's Ill Get There — It 
Better Be Worth The Тир... 
PETER FALK and ALAN ARKIN 
are in The In-Laws. . . Poor 
JULIE CHRISTIE'S French flick, 
‘Sophie And The Captain, was 
axed after just a few days’ 
shooting . . . ROBERT DUVALL 
jumping from playing 
EISENHOWER to The Great 
Santini. . . CHARLES 
BRONSON, lucky dog, gets 
DOMINIQUE SANDA in Capo 
Blanco, supposedly Casablanca 
reset in Mexico. . . KIM МОМАК 
comes back (yet again) in The 
Panic Makers. 


SHOOTING STARS . .. 


photoplay 


@ Been quite a spell since we've 
seen ROBERT DE NIRO on 
screen. The Deerhunter is next. 
Bobby's sudden slowed расе 
hardly means he’s forgotten. 
He's the first choice of 
ANTONIONI for his comeback 
film, Suffer Or Die, and 
Germany's WIM WENDERS 
wants him to play Hammett, the 
story of the private-eye writer 
last portrayed by JASON 
ROBARDS to Oscar glory in 
Julia. De Niro's still committed, 
though, to Martin Scorsese's 
next film, Raging Bull, the story 
of prizefighter Jake La Motta. 


€ HOWARD HUGHES proposed 
marriage four times to her and 
she discovered RICHARD 
BURTON for the movies. Such 
are the claims of JOAN 
FONTAINE in her book of 
revelations, "No Bed Of Roses", 
which also continues the 
rivalry, long forgotten by 
everyone else, with her sister 
OLIVIA DE HAVILLAND. "I 
regret.” writes Joan, “that! 
remember not one act of 
kindness from her all through 
my childhood.” Joan recently 
came to London to promote 
her book, and of Olivia she 


ата a pees 
Gnne Danielle — now 10 
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ў 4 Audrey Hepburn is 
back in movies 
4 Bloodline 


with director Ter- 
ence Young who 


also directed her in 
Wait Until Dark 


says she never wants to have 
anything to do with her again. 


@ Another book, another 
scandal. Gorgeous ELIZABETH 
ASHLEY telis all about her 
career, and her marriage to 
GEORGE PEPPARD in "Actress: 
Postcards From The Road". One 
of their fights ended with her 
waving a pistol at him while he 
struck her with а heated frying 
pen. 


€ During one of his frequent 
trips to London JOHN 
TRAVOLTA, en-route to his very 
exclusive Milan tailor, GIORGIO 
ARMANI, brought along PAUL 
SCHRADER, writer-director of 
his next project, American 
Gigolo. Such a project 
obviously calls for ladies. While 
Travolta dozed in his hotel 
suite, Schrader had secret 
meets downstairs with 
LESLEY-ANNE DOWN and 
NICOLA PAGETT. This next film 
is exceedingly important to 
Travolta; that's one reason why 
his manager, BOB LeMOND is 
co-producing. “It's the first time 
I'm going to play a man," says 
John. "So far inall my movies, 
even in Carrie and The Devil's 
Rain, and in my TV series, 


Gloria Guida — one of Italy's busiest young actresses 


Welcome Back, Kotter, I've 
played boys. I'm only supposed 
to be 19in Moment By Moment. 
Paul's script is the perfect 
transition for me, his gigolo is a 
sort of boy-man." | asked 
Schrader, why Travolta as the 
gigolo? "This character, like 
most of my characters, has a 
dark side. You have to fight that 
dark side one way or another. 
There are different tools one 
can use. With GEORGE C. 
SCOTT in Hardcore, you use a 
kind of respectability. n BOBBY 
DE NIRO in Taxi Driver, you 
have a kind of personal 
charisma. Now how do you 
make this gigolo acceptable? 
He's someone who will do 
almost anything for money. 
You have to use instant 
likeability and sexuality. | don't 
think anyone has had that оп 
the international scene as much 
as Travolta in many years. The 
only ones, I'd say, were 
VALENTINO, JAMES DEAN, 
MONTGOMERY CLIFT, ALAIN 
DELON, for a while, and now 
Travolta. The moment John 
steps on the screen he's already 
achieved what most actors 
would have to work a film to get 
— һе has the audience wanting 
to like him very much, по 
matter what. And that allows 
me enormous freedom.” 
Incidentally Travolta's brother 
JOEY has made his movie 
starring debut in Sunnyside, 
and surprise, surprise, he had 
an album out with the same 
name. 


€ BETSY DRAKE, one time, 
indeed a long time MRS. CARY 
GRANT, returns to the screen 
amid all the tennis jocks in 
Players ORSON WELLES 
plays Lew Lord in LORD LEW 
GRADE'S eagerly-awaited 
Muppet Movie . . . The lovely 
PATTIE d'ARBANVILLE, alias, 
beautiful Bilitis, is back in Holly- 
wood on The Fifth Floor . . . 
After Coma, MICHAEL 
CRICHTON directs his new 
book, Eaters Of The Dead, 

not about vegetarians, that's for 
sure . . . KAREN BLACK'S 
graphic nudity, among others, 


causing mighty censor 


У 


problems for Canadian movie In 
Praise Of Older Women 
GERALDINE CHAPLIN 

ill swinging her career 
between ROBERT ALTMAN 
movies in America and those 
for director-hubby CARLOS 
SAURA in Spain; latestis called 
Mom's Going To Be A Hundred 
Years Old. . . Producer DON 
BOYD setting up something 
called An American Werewolf In 
London . . . ‘Two'gether again, 
for the first time in three years 
ог so, CHRISTOPHER LEE and 
PETER CUSHING in KEVIN 
CONNOR'S Arabian Adventure, 
shoton flying carpets at 
Pinewood . . . 


© Next time you'll see MEL 
BROOKS is іп the Muppets 
movie. Mel's next big job is 
History Of The World, Part One, 
his send-up of sequelising 
movies. Before he credit-titles, 
he will have created the world, 
then speed on to Columbus 
being sea-sick as he discovers 
America, and his versions of 
both the French and American 
revolutions. Sounds fun. But 
then so did High Anxiety, his 
recent clinker, 


€ CLINT EASTWOOD returns to 
DON SIEGEL'S direction for his 
new production, Escape From 
Alcatraz — and surprised 
Hollywood by also going back 
to Paramount where Clint 
hasn't worked since annoyed at 
the amount of money lavished 
on Paint Your Wagon. The fact 
that he's working this once for 
Paramount instead of Warner 
Brothers hardly worries us. It's 
the film we're interested in, not 
which combine makes a profit 
onit 


€ Which comes first; fact or 
fiction? In Boston, PETER FALK 
was making The Brink's Job, 
about a famous bank robbery — 
when the very film itself was 
stolen. The thieves wanted to 
ransom the film — but they 
stole the wrong print. Before 
this event took place, 
Hollywood wit MAX WILK 
finished a new book, “The 
Moving Picture Boys”, about a 
gang stealing a new movie, and 
holding it for ransom. Now, 
CARL REINER, the Oh God! 
director, will turn Wilk's book 
into a film — unless it gets 
stolen, of course. 


€ Busiest young actress in 
Rome these days has got to be 
the blonde cutie, GLORIA 
GUIDA. I'm still not quite sure 
how she managed it, but she 
lately worked on three films at 
one and the same time. Our 
Business, with Ava Gardner's 
old flame, WALTER CHIARI; To 
Be Twenty; and Overcome By 
Family Affection. Overcome by 
hard work is more like it. Gloria 
heeds the old Hollywood credo 
— when you've got it, flaunt it. 
She flaunts it very nicely 
indeed. a 
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@ NEVER let it be said that 36- 
year-old lan McShane has shun- 
ned the grimier side of acting. His 
latest project, Sewers Of Gold, 
found him burrowing and tunnel- 
ling below the streets of Nice 
reliving the story of the most 
extraordinary, and rewarding, 
bank robbery in history. 

"Being in Nice was a wonder- 
ful experience, but it's rather like 
the lost weekend,” he told me 
when we met in London. “All | 
can remember is being down the 
sewers everyday, then coming 
home and drinking in the bar. It's 
time now to catch up on what's 
been happening — you can get 
very out of touch with the world 
on location.” 

He must catch up, also, with 
his personal life — in which 
beautiful Emmanuelle star Sylvia 
Kristel is currently playing a lead 
role. The couple met two years 
ago while working on the same 
film, Behind The Iron Mask (on 
that one he went down the sew- 
ers of Vienna). Reputedly it was 
instant infatuation for both of 
them. 

"This is true, it was immediate. 
Wallop! I'd never experienced it 
before and it was good. A bit 
scary but nice.” 

lan and Sylvia have been 
together ever since, with occa- 
sional periods of separation — 
mainly enforced by their work. 

“It is difficult when you lead 
the same kind of lives. At times 
it's practically impossible, and 
then it's best just to have a break 
and take it up again later. па 
way these periods apart are very 
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Deep in conversation — Sylvia Kristel is trying to make a point to the man in her life Ian 


McShane 


photopiay 


love for Sylvia (Emmanuelle) Kristel 


RELATIONSHIP 


important to Kristel (he always 
uses her surname), because she 
is very like me — we were born 
the same day and so on, and the 
relationship is very volatile.” 

Inevitably the word "таг 
riage” enters the conversation. 
lan has been married twice, and 
admits it sounds “terrible and 
ridiculous” that he should even 
be thinking about a third hitch. 

“Obviously | have thought 
about marrying Kristel, but it 
would depend very much on situ- 
ations and circumstances. lt 
would never be something to 
plan — that would be a disaster, 
and really to do it again at all is 
asking for trouble. 

"| walked out of both my previ- 
ous marriages, and in the end it 
comes down to the fact that 
because of the life you lead it's 
very difficult to cling on to a 
relationship. Sometimes you 
think a piece of paper helps, 
which it doesn't . . . all it does is 
cost you more," he adds. 

He isn't too keen on a таг 
riage of work either. "No, | mean 
l'd like to do another film with 
Kristel, and if something came up 
— fine. But to say "We want to 
work together’ or We come as а 
team' would be boring. There 
was talk of me doing an 
Emmanuelle film, but | didn't 
want to get involved in that." 

In fact Mr McShane is not 
anxious to get involved in any- 
thing. He has never tried to plot 
his career, and is happy to take 
the work as, and when, it comes 
along 

"| could go back to America 
now and work a lot guesting on 
television shows. But you can get 
into a terrible rut. It makes you а 
great deal of money, but it's so 
meaningless — like practice for 
the real thing." 

Though that is precisely why 
he went to the United States in 
the first place, and has been 
living there on and off for the 
past four years. 

In between he has appeared 
in three major productions for 
ITV — as Judas in Jesus Of 
Nazareth, as Marlowe in Will 
Shakespeare, and as Disraeli. 


Mike Munn tells the behind 
the scenes story of one of the 
biggest movies ever made 


© SUPERMAN — THE MOVIE is here .. . at last! And what a movie! 
Four years in production, a budget so immense that it cost at least 40 
million dollars, a film so big it is actually two movies with a cast and 
technical crew that between them can boast 12 Oscars. 

Probably the most popular American folk hero of all time, Superman 
was created some 40 years ago by writer Jerry Siegal and cartoonist 
Joe Shuster. He was immortalised in comic books, syndicated news- 
paper strips, serialised radio programmes, animated cartoons, records, 
a television series, a novel and even a Broadway musical. Superman — 
The Movie just has to top the lot. Movie mogul Alexander Salkind and 
his producers, son llya Salkind and Pierre Spengler, see to it that it 
does. 

The super-cast is headed by Marlon Brando who plays Jor-El, 
Superman's father. G Hackman is Superman's arch enemy Lex 
Luthor and Valerie Perrine is Luthor's playmate Eve. She wears an 
array of space-age instruments round her waist which are used to send 
a rocket in the wrong direction. No doubt a problem Superman must 
solve. 

Valerie says, "It's not that I'm against Superman, it's just that I'm 
completely under Luthor's evil spell.” 

A dastardly villain is Luthor who, Hackman explains, "lives under the 
city of Metropolis because he's too cheap to invest in above ground 
property." 

The much-coveted role of Superman - cum - mild - mannered Clari 
Kent went to unknown Christopher Reeve, while the equally coveted 
(Continued on page 35) 


Marlon Brando as Јог-Е! with Susannah York as Lara and the baby Superman 


Superman (Christopher Reeve) 
lies across the railway track 
to avert disaster 


Christopher Reeve won » E 


the coveted title role 
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female lead role of Lois Lane is 
played by Margot Kidder. 

Ned Beatty is the not - so - 
bright henchman Otis; veteran 
Jackie Cooper is ‘Daily Planet’ 
editor Perry White; another 
newcomer Marc McClure is 
newspaper photographer 
Jimmy Olsen; Susannah York 
appears as Lara, Superman's 
mother; Terence Stamp, Jack 
O'Halloran, and Sarah Douglas 
all play Kryptonian heavies; 
Trevor Howard, Harry Andrews 
and Maria Schell portray Elders 
of the planet Krypton and Glenn 
Ford plays Superman's earthly 
father by adoption. 

Richard Donner had the 
mammoth task of directing the 
massive project epic following 
his enormous success with The 
Omen. Any reference to Super- 
man being nothing but fantasy 
is met with disdain by Donner. 
He says, “Of course it's bigger 
than life, but the reality is in the 
characters. It's a comedy, it's a 
love story, it's an adventure and 
its own thing. 

“The first half of the film is 
the comic book fable," he adds. 
"Superman's birth on Krypton, 
his landing on Earth, the build- 
ing of his Fortress and going to 
Metropolis. His first deed is to 
save Lois Lane's life, and that's 
the start of our story." 

In the course of things Super- 
man also prevents an earth- 
quake, repairs the Golden Gate 
Bridge and Boulder Dam and he 
stops a nuclear explosion in 
Southern California. 

Filming took the cast and 
crew to Canada, America and 
England where the film was 
based at Shepperton and 
Pinewood Studios. Shooting 
actually began in Rome but the 
project proved too big for the 
facilities there. 

Filming in New York coin- 
cided with the famous blackout 
of 1977. Donner was all set to 
shoot Superman on the city 
streets in a temperature of 104 
degrees when it happened. 

There were quite a few other 
interruptions too. At Calgary, 
Alberta, they were shooting 
scenes depicting Lois Lane's 
childhood on a farm. A stroke of 
genius on behalf of Donner was 
to cast Noel Neill, who played 
Lois Lane in the Superman TV 
series of the Fifties, as Lois" 
mother. During the middle of 
one afternoon a horrendous 
thunderstorm struck and 
uprooted trees nearby. 

The centre of attraction was 
undoubtedly the presence of 
Marlon Brando who was paid a 
cool £2,250,000 for his partici- 
pation. Sharing a scene with 
Brando was Susannah York 
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who told me, "АП | had to do 
was to be with Marlon as we 
sent our baby off in a rocket. It 
was all a lot of fun and Marlon 
was very humorous." 

Sarah Douglas also got to 
play a scene with Brando. “I 
was terribly in awe of him," she 
says. 

The technicians loved 
Brando. One of the crew told 
uring a party on the set 
Marlon said to me, 75 there any 
more gin?' | said, 7 believe 
there's some over in the pro- 
ducer's office. Come on over 
and we'll get some.' He said, 
"Oh no. I'll stay here. | don't like 
producers or directors. Give me 
the technicians any time.’ ^ 

| have it on good authority 
though that Brando did like the 
producers and director of 
Superman, so much so that he 
offered his services for promot- 
ing the film, something he 


rarely does. 
There has been much written 
concerning Superman — The 


Movie, much of it pure fantasy. 
Stories that started out by being 
reported accurately ended up 
being blown up out of all prop- 
ortion. Just to make sure | got 
the facts straight | talked to Ilya 
Salkind as he was being driven 
off to the studios to put the 
finishing touches to the movie. 

| asked him if Superman was, 
as had been said, the most 
expensive movie ever. 

"There's been a lot of talk 
about that," he said. "| would 
say it is the most complicated 
and biggest movie project 
because it is really two movies. 
Some idiot reported it cost a 
hundred million dollars, 
another said three million. 1 
don't even think about it any- 
more. The second film is not 
totally finished yet so how can | 
say how much it will cost by the 
end of filming? 

“It was always intended to be 
two films. Doing it this way 
we've got actors like Brando 
that normally we could never 
get a second time round. 

"То give you an idea how big 
this project is just a few weeks 
ago we had about a hundred 
people working оп post- 
production, and that's a normal 
amount for  mid-production 
usually. During production we 
had an ultimate of 2,000 people 
working all over the world." 

How did the idea to film 
Superman come about? 

“One night my father, myself 
and a few friends were having 
dinner in Paris. We had just had 
a success with The Three and 
Four Musketeers and my father 
was asking what we should do 
next. Out of the blue | said, 


A minor accident in the 
editorial office — Christ- 
opher Reeve and Margot 
Kidder play reporters and 
Jackie Cooper is the editor of 
the "Daily Planet" 


Superman (Christopher 
Reeve) has incredible pow- 
ers such as preventing earth- 
quakes, repairing bridges 
and other good deeds — he's 
а good guy 


"Let's do Superman.’ My father, 
who never read comics, didn't 
know who Superman was. | 
said, ‘It's this guy who has 
incredible powers like being 
able to fly, and he's a good guy.’ 
My father got excited about the 
idea so we then had to set about 
getting the rights from DC Com- 
ics. After about six or eight 
weeks of negotiating DC Com- 
ics, which is part of Warner 
Publishing, called someone at 
Warners who was in a high 
position and said, These guys 
want to buy the rights to Super- 
man,' and this top guy said, 
‘Then sell it to them." 

“That was four years ago, so 
we had the concept of a comic 
book-type science-fiction movie 
before anyone else.” 

Then came the search for a 
director and Пуа approached 
everyone. 

“There were three categories 
of directors. There were the 
directors who were very excited 
but were busy like Coppola, 
Friedkin, even George Lucas 
and Spielberg. Then there was 
the second category that just 
didn’t like it. Franklin Schaffner 
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turned it down and so did 
Robert Aldrich. Then there was 
the category of guys who would 
have killed to do the film but 
they weren't names so the bac- 
kers didn't want them. Finally 
we got Dick Donner. 

"We already had a script by 
Mario Puzo which was terrific. 
He really did the basic story. 
Then Robert Benton and David 
and Leslie Newman re-worded 
some of the script and at the 
end Tom Mankiewicz revised it. 
Each writer brought something 
special to the script." 

The biggest problem that Ilya 
faced was the costing. 

“It was a nightmare for me," 
he said, recoiling somewhat at 
the memory. "It was really hard 
to find the perfect cast. Casting 
the Perry White character 
sounds easy, doesn't it? But 
then you start thinking; wait a 
minute, if he's too well known it 
might kill the character and if 
he's not known enough then 
we're losing a name. So we got 
Jackie Cooper who is a name 
but nobody knows what he 
looks like now. 

(Continued on page 60) 
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SALLY FRANCIS 
LOOKS AT 


THE NEW STARS 


€ HIS role as Simon Doyle in 
the film of Agatha Christie's 
thriller Death On The Nile has 
put Simon MacCorkindale on 
his way to international star- 
dom. He followed this movie 
with another starring role, 
opposite Michael York and 
Jenny Agutter in a thriller spy 
film, The Riddle Of The Sands. It 
is set in 1901 and is about two 
young Englishmen on a sailing 
holiday off the North-West 
coast of Germany who discover 
the Germans are planning an 
invasion of Britain. They try to 
investigate and become invol- 
ved in plots and counter-plots 
of German espionage. 

Simon will also be seen on 
his 
jenny АБИ" 
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our television screens playing a 
radio astronomer in the new 
series, Quatermass. 

Simon MacCorkindale has 
wanted to be part of the show- 
business scene as far back as he 
can recall. 

He wrote his first play — a 
pirate story — when only eight 
years old, and later adapted and 
directed ‘Sleeping Beauty’ to 
‘stolen’ music. He was always 
involved in amateur theatre 
productions during his early 
years. But he never imagined 
опе day he would be working 
with top super-stars like Bette 
Davis, David Niven and Peter 
Ustinov — all in one film! 

Brought up in a Service 
family — his father was a Group. 
Captain in the Royal Air Force — 
Simon's parents had thought he 
would probably make a similar 
career in the Army. But Simon 
wanted more creatively satisfy- 
ing work and persuaded his 
parents to send him to drama 
school instead of university. 

Playing William Shakespeare 
in “Dark Lady Of The Sonnets” 
opposite Ellen Pollock at 
Shaw's Corner, while still a stu- 
dent, proved Simon had not 
been wasting his time. 

He started his professional 
career in Coventry with the Bel- 


€ DESPITE his youthful 
looks, Dennis Dugan is not 
really a newcomer to show 
business, but he certainly gets 
his biggest break in a Walt 
Disney film The Spaceman 
And King Arthur. Born and 
raised in Wheaton, Illinois, he 
began training for an acting 
career while still in junior high 
school. After attending the 
Goodman Theatre in Chicago, 
where he participated іп 
actors’ workshops and summer 
stock, he headed for New 
York. He appeared in numer- 
ous off-Broadway productions 
while supporting himself as a 
Clerk in a marketing research 
firm. 

Two years later, he was cho- 
sen as an understudy in an off- 
Broadway show, “The House 
Of Blue Leaves" 
over the starring role in 1971. 

He then gained parts in TV 
and movies. He has appeared 


N MacCORKINDALE 
DENNIS DUGAN 


grade Theatre, playing impor- 
tant small parts in "Journey's 
Епа", "Front Page” and "Get- 
ting On". As understudy was 
given the chance of playing lead 
in “Bequest To A Nation" when 
the original actor was taken ill 
on opening night. 

Returning to London Simon 
found himself back at Shaw's 
Corner with Ellen Pollock in 
"Back To Methuselah”. 

No stranger to television, 
Simon has played parts in / 
Claudius, Within These Walls, 
Jesus Of Nazareth, Life Of 
Shakespeare and Romance. 

Because his actress wife, 
Fiona Fullerton, was working 
and couldn't watch him playing 
the part of an aristocratic young 
Englishman in Romance, Simon 
video-taped it for her. Luckily 
the same tape helped convince 
the producers, John Brabourne 
end Richard Goodwin and 
director John Guillermin of 
Death On The Nile, that he was 
the actor to play Simon Doyle, 

Simon has learned to be calm 
about his future. In the past he 
has been offered lots of good 
parts, but for some reason or 
another they have fallen 
through. He was offered a part 
in Franco Zeffirelli’s — film 
Camille and was immensely 


in The Rockford Files; Police 
Story; Last Of The Good Guys 
and others. His first starring 
role in TV was in The Waltons 
four years ago: Since then he 
has starred in such popular 
series as M.A.S.H.; Cannon; 
Love, American Style; Rich 
Man, Poor Man, and most 
recently, Richie Brockelman, 
Private Eye, in which he plays 
the light-hearted detective. 
Among his films he includes 
Harry And Walter Go To New 
York, with Michael Caine, 
James Caan and Elliott Gould 
The role of Tom Trimble, 
the unwilling spaceman in The 
Spaceman And King Arthur, is 
his first film for Walt Disney. 
Married to tormer child star 
Joyce Van Patten, both 
Dennis and his wife are avid 
film buffs. He enjoys, when 
time permits, producing, 
directing and editing his own 
films. О END 
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disappointed when it wasn't 
made. 

When he knew he had been 
given the part in the all-star 
Death On The Nile, he tried not 
to get too excited. 

“1 didn't really believe any of 
it until my first day filming with 
Mia Farrow in the Buckingham- 
Shire countryside," he said. 

“It was marvellous to work 
with all those stars. They were 
all people I'd admired for years, 
and in every way lived upto my 
expectations. After all, when 
Bette Davis arrives early, ten 
minutes before she is called, 
then that must be the way to 
behave,” says Simon. О ЕМО 
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AMY IRVING 


| tells MIKE MUNN 
what it’s like being 


THE WOMAN 
IN THE LIFE 
OF STEVEN 

SPIELBERG 


(Top) Amy Irving 
and (left) with her 
live in love director 
Steven Spielberg 


© WHAT is it like living with a man who practically ‘eats’ 
movies; loves them, and is passionate about the 
making of them? The man is Steven Spielberg of Jaws 
and Close Encounters Of The Third Kind fame. And the 
woman | asked is that bright new young star of The 
Fury, Amy Irving. She and Steven have lived together 
for three years. There were rumours they'd broken up 
but Amy dismissed them as ‘rubbish’ 

“Well, he is obsessed with films," she said with a 
smile. “We show a lot of old movies at home on our 
16mm projector. When we are at home though we 
close the door on our separate careers as it’s important 
to us not to crowd our careers into our home. 

“You know Steven worked on Close Encounters for a 
long, long time. | never even saw it until it was Press 
screened in New York. Steven wanted me to see the 
final product so that he could say, ‘Here, see what I’ve 
been doing? You've put up with me all this time, but 
wasn't it worth it?" 

"And when | eventually did see it Steven didn't come 
to the theatre. He was waiting at the hotel. So | came 
back with friends and the critics to see this nervous 
wreck who was waiting for us. He gets really tense 
about critics. | thought he would want to know what 
they thought first, so | said, "We'll talk later.’ As soon as 
| said that he sent everybody out, then shut the door 
and said, ‘What did you think?’ It was more important 
to him to know what | thought rather than the rest of 
the world.” 

“Have you talked about working on a film together?” 
1 asked. 

"We've talked about not working on films together,” 
she answered. "We really value our relations! ip, but 
when you're on a set together you have to deny any 
relationship, and that's a big strain. Besides, the film 
he’s doing now is one that | have no interest in, and he 
has no interest in casting me in it. 

"Не said to me, ‘The day I direct you l'm going to 
expose you to the world. l'm going to do an Annie Hall 
for you someday.’ But I'm not holding my breath! 


(Continued on page 61) 
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when I’m an old lady and Morgan's a fantastic young 
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Louise Fletcher and Morgan Mason are inseparables 


MARILYN BECK TO INVESTIGATE THE LOVE OF 
OLDER WOMEN FOR YOUNGER MEN 


WHEN YO 


(J Once upon a time (not much more than a moment or 

two ago), women were considered over the Hollywood 
hill by the age of 30. Or so. Actresses dreaded the thought of 
careers drying up as the first faint lines of age appeared and their 
older big-screen leading men were pairing off with ingenues who 
were — or at least looked — too young to vote or smoke or drink 
or 

Women saw romantic fotunes shrivel as it became increasingly 
fashionable for middle-aged men to woo and win lassies often 
younger than their grown daughters. 

It was, as actress Jeanne Moreau noted, a society where, “It’s 
comparatively normal for a 50-year-old man to have a relation- 
ship with an 18-year-old girl, but when a woman chooses not to 
live as a hypocrite, she is called devastating, immoral.” 

All that appears to be changing — at least in Hollywood 

As most everywhere, Hollywood's become a society crowded 
with single middle-aged women. Many, cut loose from the long- 
time bonds of matrimony, suddenly see themselves as flotsam 
drifting aimlessly in an empty sea. 

Polly Bergen’s divorce at age 41 left her feeling “old and 
undesirable, so insecure I believed I had to grab the first man 
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THE ROMANCE OF 44-YEAR-OLD LOUISE FLETCHER 
WITH 24-YEAR-OLD MORGAN MASON, PROMPTS 


‘WHO CARES ABOUT THE AGE GAP 


URE INT OVE? 


who came along — because I might not find a second.” 

For Dinah Shore, divorce at age 49 left her “wondering, 
worrying who I was, so miserable I isolated myself from the 
world.” 

And for Louise Fletcher, the end of a 19-year-long marriage at 
age 41 had her convinced she might have to spend the rest of her 
life alone. 

But Polly and Dinah and Louise — and scores of other 
celebrity women — have discovered that life sans mate needn’t 
be bleak; that, indeed, life can be excitingly beautiful in middle 
age. 
orn their own retreats, unencumbered by the restrictive taboos 
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@ 1978 was, in a way, a 
rather strange year for 
movies. A year that made 
our movie makers do a lot of 
re-thinking and possibly re- 
planning. Star Wars which 
dominated the early part of 
the year had much to do 
with it. People flocked to see 
this futuristic movie which 
had many of those old- 
fashioned movie values. It 
spelled escapism. 

The Seventies have been 
dominated by movies which 
have looked hard at the 
society in which we live. But 
now, perhaps, the times are 
changing and the outlook 
for the Eighties could be 
most encouraging for those 
who like flair, imagination 
and style — even stars — for 
their movie entertainment 

But back to 78. With 
another sci-fi movie, Close 
Encounters Of The Third 
Kind — selected as the 
Royal Film of the year — 
Steven Spielberg chalked up 
a massive hit which almost 
rivalled his Jaws spectacu- 
lar of 1977. 

We're now right in the 
middle of the science-fiction 
movie boom and it will last 
long into 1979 and possibly 
1980. 

Follow-ups, re-makes, and 
even prequels, played a 
dominant part in '78. The 
thinking behind these kind 
of films is that if something 
is a success then repeating 
the formula isn't all that 
much of a gamble. №5 
dangerous thinking! 

Michael Winner certainly 
trod a tightrope when he 
decided to ге-таке the 1946 
classic The Big Sleep. He not 
only re-made the film but 
changed its setting from Los 
Angeles to London and its 
suburbs. In some ways it 
worked, particularly in the 
casting of perennial favour- 
ite Robert Mitchum as Mar- 


e of the surprise т 7 
24 Веапу'з Heaven 


Surprise movies of the year — 
4 Can Wait 


lowe. But for most of the 
time Winner's slow pace of 
the movie was inclined to be 
more like the title itself. 
Robert Powell starred in 
two re-makes; The Four 
Feathers and The Thirty- 
Nine Steps, while producer 
Dino De Laurentiis spent 
most of the year working on 
a tiny island in the Pacific 
bringing back Hurricane. 
Eastern movies — flying car- 
pet stuff and all that — 
caught somebody's imagi- 
nation so we got a re-make 
of The Thief Of Baghdadwith 
Peter Ustinov who also took 
over the role of Hercule 
Poirot in Death On The Nile, 
a sort of follow-up to the 
tremendous success of Mur- 
der On The Orient Express. 
While the escapades of 
those intrepid chaps who 
went off to silence The Guns 
Of Navarone many years 
ago, gave birth to an entirely 
new story and cast in Force 
10 From Navarone. 
Navarone has proved a 
magical name at the box- 
office but will it prove so yet 
again? | don't see why not. 
We had yet another 
Inspector Clouseau movie, 
The Revenge Of The Pink 
Panther, but despite some 
very funny moments, as far 
as Im concerned, the 
Inspector in the guise of 
Peter Sellers has become 
somewhat jaded. Maybe 
Peter thinks so too for he 
recently embarked оп 
another and perhaps more 
exciting challenge for him,a 
re-make (yes another one) 
of The Prisoner Of Zenda. 
Shortly we are to see the 
sequel to Jaws titled Jaws 2 
(what unimaginative titles 
they come up with for 
sequels) but | will be very 
surprised if it out-takes 
Jaws. Warren Beatty did a 
really outstanding job with 
Heaven Can Wait, a re-make 
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Teri King makes 
some interesting 
predictions for 
you and the stars 


Peter Sellers as Clouseau in 
Revenge Of The Pink Panther 


MOOR 
Liza Minnelli as she 
appeared in Silent Movie 


Lesley-Anne Down in 
Hanover Street 


PETER SELLERS 


Born 8th September — 1925 


® Peter has a very interesting but somewhat tense chart. It is quite 
clear that he is an extremely hard worker. In fact, his idea of 
relaxation would seem hard labour to others! He is driven on by the 
Virgoans need for perfection. A strong Neptune on his chart 
attracts him to mimicry, the arts and mystique. This, combined with 
an afflicted Moon, shows that he is moody, changeable, eccentric 
and inhibited. There is a pronounced determination to be different. 
This could be disastrous in other lesser souls, but in his case it acts 
as a strong motivation which has been extremely successful. The 
inhibition is cleverly hidden from the public by the constant display 
of numerous other personalities. In other words, he likes to hide his 
true self. And though many of us do this, we do not, unfortunately, 
have the immense talent behind which Mr Sellers can hide. 1979 
could be an extremely difficult year as there will be added 
responsibility, probably in the form of a bouncing baby, a break up 
of a relationship, and the health will need to be watched. The stars 
indicate, very strongly, the possibility of a nervous breakdown. This 
is most likely to take effect in November, but the danger threatens 
throughout the year. 


PAUL MICHAEL GLASER 


Born March 25th — 1943 


® Astrologically speaking Paul has until 1980 to establish himself 
on a firm footing, for after this period he is in for two or three very 
difficult years. Regrettably he is his own worst enemy when it 
comes to professional interests. An afflicted Jupiter gives him 
rather poor judgment and it looks as if he will be continually 
battling to make a success on the big screen, when he should be 
content to remain on the small. Films, then, are extremely unlucky 
for him and | doubt whether he will have any great success in this 
direction. Whereas TV offers him all the work, rewards and 
contentment that he could possibly want. Provided, that is, he can 
recognise this fact. The next role, | suspect, that he will become 
widely associated with will be a military one, or that of a 
sportsman. But he does need to take care whilst filming as he is 
somewhat accident prone. 1979 also brings that special someone, 
therefore, marriage cannot be far away. 


JAMES CAAN 


Born March 26th — 1938 


© James is a fairly typical Arietian. He is energetic, enterprising and 
extremely fiery. However, a strong Taurean influence makes him 
slightly more practical and down to earth than the usual member of 
this sign. His chart is extremely good for partnership and, in order 
то reach his full potential, he will need the right person at his side. 
Although there is some tremendous success аз an actor in the near 
future following the military and sports roles Arietians tackle so 
well, it is unlikely that his ambitions finish in front of a camera. At 
some point in the future he will turn to writing and producing. At 
which stage he will be even more successful 


42 


LEE MAJORS 


Born April 23rd — 1943 


€ Lee seems to have a somewhat difficult reputation, though 
according to his chart this is hard to believe. Surely, with three 
planets in Taurus, he must be relatively stubborn, but a strong 
Venus points to a man with an incredible amount of charm, also 
one who is a born romantic. He loves the good things in life, which 
probably act as a spur to him as well as creating a difficult weight 
problem. In order to be successful, he needs a partner. He is по 
loner and his feelings for his wife probably go deeper than the 
average run of the mill film star (if there is such a thing!). Career- 
wise his chart clearly indicates bad luck and problems connected 
with the big screen, but a tremendous amount of success up until 
1981 with TV. The point is, can he content himself with this media? 
Life continues to be rosy for Lee until at least 1981. 


ARIES — Mar 21 to Apr 20 
1 resolve to learn from past mistakes 


Invariably, the Ram bounces through life with- 
ош so much as a glance over the shoulder or a 
thought for what may lie ahead tomorrow. But 


Most of us begin 
the New Year with 
a certain amount of 
optimism, and 


among other with Pluto still up to mischief in your opposing 
things, New Year Sign you really cannot afford to Kop on 
resolutions cross making the same mistakes again and again. А 
our mind. If you little wisdom will go a long way with you 
keptyourslast = during 1979. 

year then you'll no 

doubt be feelin; 

very self satisfied, TAURUS — Apr 21 to May 20 

If you didn’t, alittle _ ! resolve to roll with the punches 

on the guilty side! Taureans lay down their plans and stick to 
There are, of them, even when it is quite obvious to those 


course, others who 


around that he or she is banging his or her 
believe themselves 


head up against а wall. Throughout ‘79 Uranus 


to be perfect continues to bring the unexpected into your 
already and that life and, unless you can learn to adjust 
resolutions aren't overnight, you'll be in for a tough time. 
really necessary. 

Regardless of your 

attitude here на GEMINI — May 21 to June 20 

guide you should. 1 resolve to keep my feet on the ground 
consider according ^ During '79 Neptune continues to oppose you, 


to your birth sign 

and the way it will 
be activated during 
the coming уе: 


leaving you wide open to deception which 
could have been so easily avoided with a more 
down-to-earth attitude. Don't close your eyes 
to problems, meet them practically and head 
on. 
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DAVE SMITH PREVIEWS THE SEQUEL TO A CLASSIC MOVIE 


у 4 2 N 
Harrison Ford as Colonel Barnsby and Robert 
Shaw as Major Mallory leave Nazi headquarters 


€ IT'S 17 years since Gregory Peck and David 
Niven led the mission which silenced The Guns 
Of Navarone. The dare-devil heroes smashed 
the German artillery, and scored a direct hit at 
box-offices with this exciting adaptation of 
Alistair MacLean’s novel. 

MacLean repeated his success with a best- 
selling follow-up which, inevitably, has now 
been turned into what promises to be another 
classic World War II adventure movie. 

Force 10 From Navarone is set just two years 
after Navarone, and Peck and Niven were just а 
little long in the tooth for a repetition of their 
previous roles, but producer Oliver Unger found 
two more-than-worthy successors in Robert 
Shaw (who died recently) and Edward Fox, who 
play the original roles of Major Mallory and 
Sergeant Miller. 

In addition the film stars Harrison Ford, who 
found fame as Han Solo in Star Wars, Franco 
Nero, Alan Badel, and Barbara Bach and 
Richard Kiel from the Bond movie The Spy 
Who Loved Me. 

The opening of Force 10 finds Mallory and 
Miller on board a plane bound for Yugoslavia 
where their mission is to kill the German spy 
who betrayed them in Navarone. They are flying 
with a US Army task force led by Colonel 
Barnsby. When the plane is shot down by 
German fighters only those three, and two of 
Barnsby's men manage to escape 

The survivors fall into the hands of German 
collaborators, and it looks as though their mis- 
sion will come to ап untimely end. 

But, of course, the heroes from Navarone are 
made of sterner stuff, and under the careful 
guidance of Alistair MacLean they soon fight 
their way out of trouble. 

The film was two years in preparation even 


Barbara Bach, as Marika, 


holds a gun on Richard 
Kiel, as Drazac, watched 
by other partisans 


before shooting started, and as Unger says, “1 
don’t think any movie has ever been better 
prepared.” 
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Bert Reisfeld salutes the 50th birthday of Mickey Mouse 


[ 


This composite drawing shows ihe way Mickey has changed over the years 


€ IN August 1923 а young man 
by the name of Walt Disney 
went from Kansas City to Holly- 
wood, looking for a job. He had 
good ideas but nobody was 
interested. He had with him 
his first film Alice In Wonder- 
land, combining live actors 
with cartoon figures. A New 
York company acquired the 
rights and ordered a series of 
Alice films. Walt stopped look- 
ing for a job and — together 
with his brother Roy — opened 
a studio in Hollywood in a gar- 
age belonging to his uncle. 
Three years of Alice brought 
him enough money to build a 
bigger studio. 

їп 1927 Walt had another 
great idea: he invented the rab- 
bit Oswald and made no less 
than 26 cartoons with him 
When sound came to Holly- 
wood, Disney decided that it 
was time to give Oswald a 
voice. He went to New York, 
trying to convince his partners 
that sound was here to stay 
They did not agree. "АН right,” 
said Disney, "then I'll do it on 
my own." That was the time 
when he found out that a clever 
contract had taken Oswald 
away from him. The character 
belonged to his financial 
backer. 

Walt travelled back to Holly- 
wood. He was 26, disappointed 
but not out of new ideas. On the 
train ride he conjured up a little 
mouse in velvet pants and 
named him Mortimer. However, 
Walt’s wife Lillian thought the 
name was too pompous and 
suggested Mickey. 

А star was born. 

Walt immediately began work 
on the first Mickey Mouse car- 
toon Plane Crazy, which intro- 
duced Mickey's leading lady, 
Minnie Mouse. In spite of the 
fact that everybody was plane 
crazy et the time because of 


Lindbergh's crossing the Atlan- 
tic for the first time, no dis- 
tributor wanted to buy the film. 
Also, another Mickey Mouse 
film Gallopin’ Gaucho could not 
be sold. 

"Sound," said Walt, “1 must 
have sound...” 

In April of 1928 he began 
work on Steamboat Willie, the 
first Mickey Mouse sound film. 
Walt sunk everything he had 
into that film. He went to New 
York because nobody in Holly- 
wood was equipped to record 
ihe soundtrack. Finally, the 
manager of the Colony Theatre 
in New York, who liked the 
eager young producer, decided 
to take a chance on Steamboat 
Willie. The rest is history. 
Mickey Mouse became a world- 
wide success. The Talkies had 


caught on and short intro- 
ductory programmes were 
needed. Steamboat Willie 


travelled all over the world. 

Very few people remember 
that it was Walt Disney himself 
who supplied the voice of 
Mickey — until 1946 when Walt 
became too busy to continue 
and Jim MacDonald, veteran 
sound man took over. 

Soon, theatres were display- 
ing posters that read "Mickey 
Mouse playing today”. People 
would sit twice through the 
main feature in order to see 
Mickey again. In 1932 Flowers 
And Trees (in colour) won an 
Academy Award: the first 
“Oscar” for Walt Disney. One 
year later the cartoon Three Lit- 
tle Pigs was released. Again 
Wait won an "Oscar". When 1 
visited with him years later he 
had a room full of awards, 
Oscars, Golden Globes, Film 
Festival Trophies, international 
honours... you name it, Walt 
had it. 

Disney went on and on. Next 
he invented Donald Duck and 


began work on his first full- 
length cartoon feature: Snow 
White And The Seven Dwarfs. 

A small mouse had turned 
into a giant enterprise, making 
films, publishing music, making 
phonograph records, merchan- 
dising the Disney characters 
and the Mickey Mouse watches. 

Then came the war. Disney 
studios suspended nearly all 
commercial activity, concentrat- 
ing on aiding the war effort with 
training films, goodwill tours 
and designing posters end 
armed forces insignias, and, 
incredibly, the password of the 
Allied forces on D-Day, June 6, 
1944, was "Mickey Mouse”. 

The “Golden age of the Thir- 
ties" was followed by another 
golden age in the Forties, after 
the war. 1950 was the year of 
the first completely live-action 
feature Treasure Island. Walt 
continued his cartoon features 
but cartoons were becoming 
more and more expensive. He 
wouldn't abandon his "first 
love" but he had to turn to other 
features in order to balance 
costs. 

Three years later came 
Pinnochio and Fantasia, the first 
cartoon film, illustrating classi- 
cal music. 

He began building Disney- 
land. “It’s a labour of love," ће 
said. Today it attracts over 10 
million visitors in Disneyland 
alone, not counting Disney 
World in Florida. 

The reason for his success? 
Walt Disney's was a one-man 
studio. He never had any 
associates to interfere with his 
ideas, never had to com- 
promise, always had a well- 
trained staff of co-workers. And, 
as Alfred Hitchcock once 
observed: “Не never has any 
problems with his actors. If one 
gives him a hard time, Walt 
erases him." 


Disney was a hard worker and 
devoted to his work. | used to 
interview Walt on tape for my 
radio programme in those days. 
Once | called for an appoint- 
ment. “Mr. Disney expects you 
Thursday at 8 o'clock." 

"That late in the day?" | 
queried. 

“No,” was the reply, “at 8 in 
the morning. Walt is an early 
riser.” 

When | arrived at the studio 
he was making coffee. 

"How do you like your eggs?” 
he asked. We had breakfast 
around the microphone. It was 
the most relaxed radio show 
ever. 

On December 15th, 1966, Dis- 
ney died. It was a shock to the 
entire world. Of course, we 
knew that his work would live 
forever but we didn’t know that 
Walt had worked out plans for 
the next 20 years to the most 
minute detail. His projects were 
sketched out until the mid- 
Eighties: comedies, musicals, 
cartoons — all of them full- 
length, documentaries, TV- 
series and plans for Disney 
World in Florida, which opened 
five years later, in 1971. 

Little Mickey Mouse had 
grown from Steamboat Willie 10 
the biggest and most loved 
enterprise in show business all 
over the world. And it is one 
that continues to grow. 

We could fill a book, telling 
about the strides, the success, 
the great pleasure and the hard 
work that began a little over 50 
years ago in a small garage in 
Hollywood. Disney's films live 
forever because — according to. 
a studio statistic — there a 
new audience for them growing 
up every seven years. Walt may 
no longer be with us in person 
but his spi alive. 

"Happy Birthday" 
Mouse. 


Mickey 
G END 
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SHORT 
TAKES 


© America’s latest TV Best- 
Seller is not so much a movie as 
е — 26 hours of Cen- 
'enni comes from James A. 
Michener's book about the life 
not merely of some family over 
various generations, but an 
entire town from 1776 to today. 
David Janssen narrates the 
piece and stars in it along with 
whole flock of names includ- 
ing telly-faves like Raymond 
Burr, Richard Chamberlain, 
Clint Walker, Dennis Wea 
and Lou Grant's hotshot repor- 
ter, Robert Walden. Plus our 
own Donald Pleasence and 
Lynn Redgrave. 


* * * 
® Bad news: An American TV 


producer is about to make 'con- 
temporary and Americanised- 


cinema classics as Saturday 
Night And Sunday Morning; 
The Mouse That Roared and 
| The Wooden Horse. Why 
doesn't he leave perfection 
alone? 
* * * 

® Shed по tears for the stars 
| when a series is axed. Take the 
| case of the youngsters playing 
Jack Elam's sons in The Texas 
Wheelers in 1974. After four 
shows, the series was killed. 
Tough on the kids? Maybe, but 
if the series had lasted they 
would not have been free when 
the time came for certain 
_| movies to be made. The kid: 
| question .. . Mark На 
Star Wars and Gary Busey, the 

4 їп The Buddy Holly Story 
and Big Wednesday. 


* * * 


€ The lovely Patricia Brake took 
courage in both hands by 
deglamourising herself as the 
| whining Eth in TV's revival of 
The Glums under the umbrella 
of Bruce Forsyth's Big Night 
show. How different Pat looks 
to her role of Ronnie Barker's 
| sexy daughter in Porridge and 
Going Straight. 

* * * 

€ Remember Mary Malcolm, a 
favourite. BBC TV 

bi 


С 
series, She is Lillie Langtry's 
grand-daughter. Mary says she 
has faint memories of her 
grandmother and is fascinated 
by the facts t merged 
from writers David Butler and 

| John Gorrie and researcher Hil- 
ary Coote. “I'm finding out 
things about Lillie that | never 
knew before,” Mary said. So is 
everybody! 


Terence Pettigrew talks to Donald 


Sinden, TV's most famous butler 


WHAT THE 
UTLER 
AYS... 


Ф IF there is one quality which 
Robert, the cunning-devil butler 
of Two's Company has, it is 
style. From all the verbal duels 


With his raucous,  scatty 
employer Mrs. McNab, Robert 
emerges remarkably un- 


scathed, urbanely British to the 
last with scarcely a hair on his 
impeccable head out of place. 
How does he do it? Easy. He 
merely imitates Donald Sinden. 

Backstage at the Apollo 
Theatre in London's theatreland 
| cornered Donald Sinden, 
relaxing between performances 
of his hit play "Shut Your Eyes 
And Think Of England,” and 
enthusiastically looking forward 
to starting another Two's Com- 
pany series for London 
Weekend. 

“Robert is the great male 
chauvinist of all time,” he says. 
“Not just anti-American and 
anti-every other thing that con- 
flicts with the proper English 
way, but truly anti-women, too. 
Apart from that," Sinden adds, 
with that roguish twinkle in his 
eye for which he is famous, 
"Robert is very much like 
myself. 

“If circumstances were differ- 
ent, and | was out of a job, 1 
would probably get work as a 
butler. | wouldn't have to 
change much, at all. We're quite 
alike, really." 

London Weekend picked a 
winner when they paired Sin- 
den with the flamboyant Elaine 
Stritch in Two's Company, now 
in its fourth year. Viewers either 
love it or hate it, but it's difficult 
to argue with that kind of com- 
mercial success. 

Yet, isn’t the formula wearing 


‘ROBERT IS THE GREAT MALE | 


just a little thin after all this 


time? Sinden thinks not, 
because the comedy derives 
from the conflit of per- 


sonalities and their worlds- 
apart attitudes. It's the attrac- 
tion of opposites and the team 
work hard to keep it fresh. Sin- 
den calls the teaming “а perfect 
chemistry", a somewnat rare 
occurrence in his experience. 

Donald Sinden learned his 
craft as a young actor in the 
theatre during the late Forties, 
and today the theatre claims 
much of his time. His repertoire 
is enormous, ranging from clas- 
sical roles such as his highly- 
praised "King Lear" with the 
Royal Shakespeare Company in 
1976 to broad comedies like 
"Not Now, Darling". 


But it is for his film work 
during the Fifties that he is 
probably most affectionately 
remembered, as a young con- 
tract star with the Rank Organ- 
isation, in films like The Cruel 
Sea and Doctor In The House 
and where he was often cast as 
а likeable upper-class cad, or 
girl-chasing officer type. 


He told me that he tested five 
times for the part of the young 
officer in The Cruel Sea, a film 
which also made stars of Jack 
Hawkins and Stanley Baker. 
Sinden had been playing a 
small part in the West End — his 
first London run — when he 
was spotted from the stalls by 
film director Charles Frend. 

Doctor In The House turned 
Out to be a classic, but nobody 
thought so when it was being 
made because as Sinden recalls 
"Up to that point, films about 


doctors and the medical profes- 
sion had made very little 
money. 

“In the publicity shots the 
Studio insisted we all wear 
sports jackets. It was thought 
too risky to put us in white 
coats. Now 25 years later the 
television version is still going. 
Extraordinary.” 

In one of his early films he co- 
starred with Clark Gable. Sin- 
den was one of the bright 
young lions of the British movie 
industry and a bit apprehensive 
about his new-found popularity. 
Gable had some sober advice 
оп the subject. “Enjoy it,” he 
told Sinden, “The only time to 
worry is when it doesn't happen 
any more." 

When Sinden's contract with 
Rank ended in 1961, he turned 
increasingly towards ће 
theatre, and also TV, where he 
scored an enormous success in 
1963 as the kindly vicar of St. 
Marks. He had the looks and the 
grooming to have become a 
top-notch international star, but 
Sinden wanted to broaden his 
talent, not tie it down to one 
glossy caricature. 

"An actor needs to be able to 
conquer different fields, and 
that means having the freedom 
to take up challenges," Sinden 
explains. "Films look after the 
bank balance, but it's in the 
theatre, in front of a live audi- 
ence, that you learn to grow." 

Away from the studios, 
Donald Sinden lives quietly and 
shuns the limelight, but he 
never objects when strangers 
recognise him in the street and 
start talking to him "Why 
should I? It's quite flattering, 


photoplay 
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cated actress. 


wrong the second 


n HANNAH GORDON 
tells Gordon Gow 


® THE attractive face is familiar 
from the TV screen, the lively 
voice blessed with the soft 
К accent of а girl who grew up in 
‚ UA] Edinburgh. Hannah Gordon, 
T| whose latest role is that of the 

E independent wife in the series 
| Telíord's Change, seems at first 

to be just as you would expect. 
A charming personality, a dedi 


Well — right the iirst time, 


friend of mine told me once," 
says Hannah, "that I'm among 
the most talented people he's 


BEEN 
TERRIBLY 
AMBITIOUS’ 


known — and about the most 
un-dedicatod. 

“I've never been terribly 
ambitious, although when l'm 
doing the job | care tremend- 
ously about it 

“But this friend must have 
thought, especially since | was 
much younger then, that | ought 
to have been always rushing off 
to dancing and singing classes 
and things like that. 1 didn’t, you 
see. | was too taken up with the 
boy friend of the moment.” 

Hannah reckons she has 
made the right adjustment 


TV PRODUCER 
ADVISES HIS 
TOP STARS 


€ THOUGH there's still a vast 
audience that digs the doings of 
Starsky And Hutch, there's no 
telling how much longer that 
cop caper will remain on the 
box. 

As producer Leonard Gold- 
berg explains, “We've got one 


Hannah plays a very independent wife in Telford's Change 


between her acting career and 
her home life. Her husband is а 
lighting cameraman in movies. 
Norman Warrick, and they have 
a 5-year-old son, Ben 

“I enjoy my work and it's the 
thing | do best — but there are 
certain things | will not do. | will 
not go away on location for any 
great length of time. If some- 
body offered me a wonderful 
job in America fora year, unless 
we uprooted the whole family 
and moved there, | just 
wouldn't consider it. 

“I believe very strongly that 


more year to go on our deal for 
the series, but even if the net- 
work wants to continue the 
show, who knows how the 
leads will feel? | know they do а 
lot of complaining, but | also 
know they're among the first to 
check the ratings each week. 
And though | wouldn't say Paul 
Michael Glaser is happy on the 
series, | think he is happier than 
he was before." 

Even after a long, successful 
career in the business — and 
after having watched scores of 
performers come and go — 
Goldberg still can't understand 
why anyone would complain 
about being a TV star. He 
reveals that he's said as much 


it's a woman's job to bring up 
children. Of course, a father 
Should take more than a pass- 
ing interest, too. But | do think 
that if a child wakes up in the 
middle of the night, it should be 
the mum who gets up and 
goes." 

Maybe it is this dedication to 
being a wife and mother, as 
distinct from dedication as an 
actress, that helps to lend such 
warmth to the characters 
Hannah plays. Certainly, she 
says, she isn't a single-minded 
actress. 

^| switch off completely when 
Im not working. Don't even 
think about it. I've always been 
able to do that 

“I've always had quite a lot of 
friends who've got nothing to 
do with acting. | think that's a 
very good thing. Actually Га до 
so far as to say that it's part of 
the job. 

"There аге writers, for 
instance, who start off marvell- 
ously when they write their first 
plays, and perhaps their second 
as well. And then they get more 
and more cocooned, because 
they're spending their lives 
among actors or other writers. 
And | think that in the days 
when they drew their characters 
from the greengrocer, or Joe 
Bloggs who lives around the 
corner, their work was better, It 
fed on ordinary people. 

“It's the same with actors. 
Actors, like people in any pro- 
fession, speak a jargon, and 
behave in a certain way. So do 
cricketers or doctors or fish 
mongers. Each field of work has 
its own manner. And it's wise 
not to get bound up in that. The 
refreshing things come from 
outside. 


ЛАХУ ЛАЛА ЛАА МАМА ЛАА AAAA АЛА ЛАА ЛАА МА АЛА АЛА АДА АЛАА ЛАЛА АДА ЛАА АЛА ЛАДА ЛА АЛА АЛА 


о Glaser and his series partner 
David Soul. "I've told a lot of 
actors the same thing — that 
they should look at the positive 
side of the situation.” 

He adds, with tongue stuck 
squarely in cheek, “I’m quite 
certain that the fact there's a 
great deal of money and fame 
involved in being a TV star is of 
no importance to them. But 
Seriously, money and fame can 
help one achieve other goals. 
Glaser wanted to play Shake- 
Speare. He's got that chance 
because Starsky And Hutch has 
given him a name. And David 
has been able to capitalise on 
his series exposure to pursue a 
music career. He's done very 
well at it, too. He even played 
Los Angeles’ Greek Theatre this 
summer. | don't think he could 
have played a Greek restaurant 
a few years ago.” 

The low-key, affable producer 
says he's not sure how much 
credit he can take for the multi- 
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€ MICKEY ROONEY, sporting a white beard and wearing a 
chef's hat, cut his way through a huge steak and kidney pie 
which was 4 welcome to him at Pinewood Studios. He was 
there to play a cameo role in John Dark's film Arabian 
Adventure. Rooney, who loves our British steak and kidney 
pie, says of his latest film role, "I'm a short fellow, so they 
gave me a short role! They found me a part to fit," Rooney 
laughed heartily. He's a big-hearted guy. After sharing a slice 
of the pie with him we settled down to talk in a corner. 

Rooney, now 58, has been in show business for 56 of those 
years. This Hollywood legend is still full of bounce and 
vitality. If he tells a story they are inclined to be very long 
stories and Mickey insists on acting out all the characters 
involved. 

He has а lot of business interests and still a lot of living to 
do. Rooney is a man who's had a lot of loving in his life. Eight 
times married. His eighth wife, Jan, a singer and composer 
sat within earshot of us. 

Meet Rooney and you can't help talking about his loves 
and marriages. 

“Vve just written a book,” he tells me. "It's called ‘Mickey 
Rooney's Guide To A Happy Marriage'." 

He waited for me to chuckle 

“Yeh, | guess it sounds facetious, doesn't it!” he smiled. 
“But | do know the recipe for a happy marriage! Let me give 
you a little clue. You do not marry anyone you love. You 
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marry someone you like — that you like tremendously.” 
Again he emphasised his point — “You like them. You do not 
love them. Love is a big word and whatever love is comes to 
fruition after years and years of being together. You must 
plant the seeds of friendship, trust, respect, because if you 
start off with 7 love you’ it's Tike telling your best three jokes 
at the start of your act — and you've got no place to go, it’s all 
downhill from then on." 

“You really believe that?” | asked. 

"Sure | do. Vehemently!” 

He went on: “I was 21 when I first married. | was much too 
young. | married Ava Gardner, a very lovely lady. We're still 
friends today. 

"There's been so many stories about how much Mickey 
Rooney has paid in alimony, but I'll tell you something. I've 
never paid alimony in my life. I've paid child support! I've 
joked а lot about all my marriages, like I’ve said, ‘I’ve been 
married so many times Гуе got a marriage licence made out to 
whom it may concern’. It's got jokey and Гуе played along 
with it." 

“But there must have been a lot of hurt you've gone 
through,” 1 said. 

“Oh, sure! But look, the personal hurt you never do show. 
1 mean nobody enters into those things lightly but it takes 
two to make a disagreement.” 

“Do you have regrets?” 1 asked. 
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Susan Clark in Sherlock 
Holmes: Murder By Decree 


SUSAN'S 


NEW MOVIE 
CHALLENGE 


S USAN CLARK is a tall, very elegant 
and very sophisticated woman. She 
has worked in movies with Redford, 
Eastwood, Burt Reynolds, Gene Hack- 
man and has, just recently, completed a 
part in Sherlock Holmes: Murder By 
Decree with Christopher Plummer and 
James Mason. 

"| play a woman named Mary Kelly. 
It's the most unglamorous part I’ve 
ever done,” she says. “My teeth are 
blacked out and my eyes are red- 
rimmed. It's a very compassionate look 
at the 1880's. In those days there were 
women who were called 'crawlers'. 
Because they were so poor and abused 
they couldn't find enough food to eat 
во they would crawl from doorstep to 
doorstep begging for a crust of bread. 

"They weren't prostitutes, but 
women who had run out of their time 
in the poorhouses, were diseased and 
therefore not employable. It's a very 
challenging part.” 

Susan is an actress who loves a 
challenge. She won an Emmy award for 
her portrayal of the world's greatest 
female athlete, Babe Didrikson 


Zaharias, and gained an Emmy nomina- 
tion for her performance of the aviator, 
Amelia Earheart in another excellent 
telemovie and she may well take 
on the role of Colette in a telemovie 
about this famous Frenchwoman's life. 


HE sat talking to me in the room of 
а London hotel. For ten years 
Canadian-born Susan was under con- 
tract to Universal, but she talked her 
way into terminating that relationship. 

"| was just tired of being a property 
— that's what you're called in the 
contract. And | felt like a tin of soup. | 
wanted to graduate into the big world 
on my own. 

"Being under contract was like mar- 
riage, only you're married to a studio. If 
you didn't do what they wanted you to 
do you were put on suspension for 
being a naughty girl.” 

Susan started her contract in 1967. 
She went to Hollywood with a wealth 
of stage experience behind her in 
classical and modern roles. Hollywood 
didn't quite know what to do with her. 
For starters they thought she was too 


After winning acclaim for her 
powerful portrayal of two real- 
life superwomen, Ame 


screen role of her 


Earheart 


and 'Babe' Didrikson Zaharias, 
Susan Clark takes on a change of 
image in the most unglamorous 


Susan as the 


street crawler. 
with Christopher 
Plummer 
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Christopher Reeve — the 
final choice as Superman 


“Of course, the main drama 
was the casting of Superman 
himself. | was under incredible 
pressure from my father who 
said we needed a name. | 
argued with him about that, but 
he was adamant. So | made an 
offer to Robert Redford. | knew 
it wouldn't work out because 
everyone would say, "That's 
Robert Redford flying' and it 
would have been a joke. He 
turned it down because he 
didn't think it was right for him 
so | was really pleased. 

“Then started a whole thing 
with Paul Newman. Now, he 
would have been alright for 
Luther, but not very good, for 
Jor-El, | thought. We tried him 
for Superman, but he turned it 
down, and then turned down 
every other role we offered him 
At that point we had to forget 
about Superman for а while 
because after that | got a call 
from an agent who said, 7 
might get Marlon Brando for 
you. ’ Now this agent was one of 
the biggest in the business but 
now he’s an old friend and you 
can't really believe he'll be able 
to get you a big break like this 
But something told me to follow 
it up. He said, 'How much can 
you offer him?' so | gave him a 
figure. He came back and said, 
‘He'll do it but he wants more 
than you offered.’ 

^At this point l'd been in 
Hollywood for five months try- 
ing to get everything together 
and | was going bananas, so | 
told him, You sort out what you 
can,’ and | left for Cannes. 

"When | got there | went 
straight to sleep. In the morning 
| saw my father and | said, ‘We 
don't have Brando.’ He said, 
‘What do you mean?’ He wasn't 
pleased. | said, ‘He wanted X 
amount and | only offered him 2 
amount.” Now | was really feel- 
ing sick about the whole thing, 
but my father said, "We'll call 
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him ир... just to make sure.’ 
My father came back and said, 
"Don't worry, he'll do it." 

"The moment we got Brando 
everything started moving 
really fast. We got Hackman the 
next day practically, because 
just about every actor wants to 
play opposite Brando. 

"So then we got back to the 
search for a blue-eyed Super- 
man. We saw three or four 
hundred guys. Then one day in 
New York we saw Chris Reeve 
and he was very skinny then. He 
was ап actor but wasn't getting 
any work. Most guys were com- 
ing in for interviews and going 
out after 15 minutes, but when 
Reeve came in we interviewed 
him for 50 minutes. He had the 
perfect face, he looked fantastic 
but Dick Donner said he was too 
young. 

"We went back to Los 
Angeles and finally comes the 
crazy story of a dentist. One day 
ту wife comes in and says, 
"Hey, you must see this dentist. 
He's fantastic." | said, ‘I’ve seen 
all these guys, do you think | 
want to see a dentist?' She said, 
‘Even Ryan O'Neal told him he 
should play Superman, and 
Ryan was someone who 
wanted the part himself. So | 
told Dick about this dentist and 
he thought | was crazy. We 
made an appointment for him 
to see us at the end of the day. 1 
told Dick, ‘Why can't it be like 
the old days when Clark Gable 
would come in and that would 
be it.' And suddenly this dentist 
comes in and that was it! 

"We made a screen test but 
he couldn't act and Dick said he 
was too old. And just then | 
said, ‘Wait a minute. What is 
this problem about being too 
old or too young? Who knows 
how old Superman is? This is a 
new movie, a new epic of today, 
it should be someone who is 
young.' So then | went back 


down my list of names and | 
stopped on Reeve. | told Dick 
and he said, "He's still too 
young and skinny.'| said, ‘Look, 
he's skinny but we can build 
him up, and as for being young 
— why not?' Well, Dick wasn't 
all that hot about it but after we 
gave Reeve the test Dick was 
raving about him.” 

Finding the female members 
of the cast proved a lot less 
troublesome. 

“Although Lois was a prob- 
lem,” said llya. "Again we saw 
everybody and every girl 
wanted to play her. Finally Dick 
found Margot Kidder and she is 
just great. 

“| think the biggest strength 
of the movie is that although 
Margot and Chris are not known 
they work so well together.” 

| mentioned that there had 
been a lot of talk that in the 
scenes of Superman flying 
wires could be seen so the spe- 
cial effects experts had to find 
another way to make him fly. 
Пуа was clearly annoyed. 

“Again, its one of those 
stupid stories that has no 
foundation. We did a lot of tests 
using all kinds of systems 


including wires, but they were 
not intended for use in the film. 
It was just a way of getting to 
something else that would 
work. | tell you, there are no 
wires in the movie. We use 
other systems, new ideas and it 
took a long time to get it work- 
ing. | can't tell you how we do it. 
It's secret, plus it's so compli- 
cated | couldn't explain.” 

Пуа said that they own the 
rights of “Superman” for the 
next 25 years and if the firsttwo 
movies work there will be a 
third. He also admitted that dur- 
ing the four years he's spent оп 
the project he has thought more 
than once about giving up. But 
as the production drew to a 
close his enthusiasm again 
rose. He is confident he has a 
hit, but he admits to being just a 
little nervous about how the 
public will respond. 

Whatever happens Christ- 
opher Reeve is headed for star- 
dom. One week he was down 
on his luck, having been turned 
down for a TV commercial, the 
next week he was flying to Eng- 
land to play Superman, a role 
he admits gave him a real kick 
to do. 


Christopher Reeve as newspaperman Kent and Margot Kidder as Lois 


“You put the costume on with 
the cape and everything and it 
really changes you,” he says. 
"Before long you're walking 
through walls. When | was a kid 
| used to go to the attic and play 
pirates. Well, playing Superman 
is a bit like that. 

With or without the cape he 
looks like Superman. Susannah 
York related to me an incident 
while she was working on the 
film that confirms this: "My two 
children, Sasha and Orlando, 
came down on the set and they 
saw a poster of Superman dres- 
sed up in his blue suit and red 
cloak Then out came Chris 
Reeve, whom they hadn't met, 
in slacks and a sweater, and 
Orlando, who's only four, said 
to him, ‘Hey Superman, where's 
your blue suit?’ ” 

There are people who never 
get recognised because they 
work on the other side of the 
camera, although their names 
are well known. People like 
John Barry, the Academy 
Award-winning ^ production 
designer whose credits include 
A Clockwork Orange and Star 
Wars. He had the task of build- 
ing the Planet Krypton, Lex 


Luthor's lair 200 feet below the 
pavement of Grand Central Sta- 
tion and a re-creation of Mount 
Rushmore on which the villains 
carve out their likenesses. Barry 
and his special effects 
associates had to work together 
on the sets because, as Barry 
points out, “there аге 45 scenes 
involving special effects and 
that doesn't take into account 
the scores of scenes in which 
characters fly. There's hardly a 
set in the whole film that some- 
one doesn't demolish, crash 
into or smash out of.” 

Another behind - the - scenes 
star is composer John Williams 
whose scores for Star Wars and 
Close Encounters Of The Third 
Kind put him in such high 
demand. 

"He's number one," says уа. 
“He's the best. He creates such 
а marvellous, rich sound that 
makes the film even bigger.” 

Over the last 40 years more 
than six - and - a - half billion 
people in 38 countries have 
read about Superman in comics 
and papers in 14 languages. 
Now here's the ultimate super- 
experience of all. . Superman 
— The Movie. D END 
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* work ў 


€ Capricornian people love 
work. Whatever they truly 
want to do will be a success, 
because they are prepared to 
sacrifice practically every- 
thing else in their lives to 
achieve it. They are indus- 
trious, dependable and very 
ambitious. Where work is 
concerned they have endless 
reserves of patience and 
confidence. Their cool, 
calculating ways make them 
ideal leaders and top execu- 
tive material. 

They succeed as politi- 
cians, civil servants, admini- 
strators, mathematicians and 
scientific researchers. Their 
natural talent and love of 
music also leads them into 
the entertainment field. 

Thrift and a love of figure 
work also make Capricorn 
folk good accountants and 
bank managers. 


% HEALTH X 


€ Long life and good health 
are the gifts of the Capri- 
cornian. But because of their 
very meticulous, methodical 
ways, they tend to be 
worriers and prone to severe 
attacks of depression. Their 
natural tendency to 'keep to 
themselves’ also causes 
them to feel lonely and this 
can bring on nervous and 
mental illnesses. But Capri- 
cornians are tough folk and 
can usually fight off 'the 
blues’ by immersing them- 
selves even deeper into their 
work! 


[CAPRICORN 
DEC 22-JAN 19 


Were you born 
between December 
22 and January 
19? If so you will 
probably find that 
your own personal 
characteristics 
match those of 
your zodiac sign 


Ў ROMANCE X 


© Not a good sign for roman- 
tics. Capricornians are not 
usually in a hurry to marry 
and settle down, they prefer 
to stay free. 

Capricornians are shy and 
clumsy in their approach 
where personal relationships 
are concerned, never mak- 
ing the most of their oppor- 
tunities. When they do marry 
they work hard to give their 
families a very high standard 
of living. Best partnered with 
Virgo and Taurus. 


ў GOOD POINTS X 


@ Most of the virtues of 
Capricornians are allied to 
their work. They have great 
physical strength and a 
strong sense of purpose. 
When they find a compatible 
partner they work hard to 
give them the very best that 
money can buy. They are 
very thrifty, economical 
people who take a delight in 
being surrounded by beauti- 
ful, expensive things. They 
can be passionately devoted 
to their families, but not 
always capable of expressing 
themselves personally. 

Capricornians love tradi- 
tional things, they аге 
interested in history, 
antiques and things of the 
past. They are also very con- 
cerned about the welfare of 
older members of their 
families and communities 
and will willingly work to 
help them. 


Pam — 


Ў BAD POINTS К 


© Capricornians love to 
dominate others. They are 
inclined to be selfish and 
arrogant, often quite incap- 
able of seeing the other per- 
son's point of мем. 
Although they can show 
great patience at work, at 
home they are often cold- 
hearted and inconsiderate. 

They are often ready to 
use people and situations to 
help advance their own 
ambitions. 

Slow to anger and slow to 
forgive, Capricornians can 
be sulky and vindictive when 
things are not going their 
way. 

Only when Capricornians 
fall deeply in love are they 
able to concentrate as hard 
on personal relationships as 
they do normally on busi- 
ness affairs. 


Faye Dunaway, whose latest film 
is Eyes Of Laura Mars, was born 
оп Í4th January 1941 


Anthony Hopkins was bom 3lst 
December 1937 


Cover and contents of photoplay are printed in Great Britain by EAST MIDLAND LITHO PRINTERS LTD., Woodston, Peterborough, for the Proprietors and 
Publishers, THE ILLUSTRATED PUBLICATIONS COMPANY LIMITED (a member of the Argus Press Group). Trade Sales by ARGUS DISTRIBUTION LIMITED, 
12/18 Paul Street, London EC2A 4JS. Not to be imported into Canada or the United States of America. Sole Agents for the Republic of South Africa, Central 
News Agency Ltd., and for Australia and New Zealand, Gordon & Gotch (Asia) Ltd. 
© The Illustrated Publications Company Limited. 
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New'Simply Special’ Skin Care. Its 
|| made by Boots to work beautifully 
9 without costing a fortune. 


That's what makes it so special. 


Some skin care ranges with magic ingredients will cost you a small fortune. Seventeen's new 
Simply Special range is different. 


Simply Special has been developed in the Boots laboratories to help keep your skin looking 
beautiful with a minimum of fuss and ritual. Which makes it simply special. 

You can clean away dirt and make-up Simply and gently. You can moisturise without leaving your 
Skin oily and sticky. 


And you'll find something refreshingly different about the price too. The cleanser, toner, moisture 
lotion and moisture cream each costs 50p. The luxury of a face mask costs14p. When you add it 
all up that’s a small price to pay to feel young and beautiful. 


OS 


The new Seventeen Simply Special skin care range. So special you'll find it only at Boots. 


